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A NUMBER of journalism stu­
dents who had passed the first­
year course arrived back at 
Rhodes this year to be told that 
they would not be admitted to 
Journalism II. 

Stop press for Joum students The SRC president, Rod 
Dixon, said availability of fmances 

' should not be the determining 
factor in deciding who should be 
permitted to continue studying. 
"Rather the needs of students 
should be the primary consider­
ation," he said, 

According to the Journaljsm 
Department, students who 
achieved under 58% in J ourn I 
were supposed to be notified on 
their exam results slips that they 
had non-continuing passes. Due 
to a computer error, however, this 
information was not printed on 

. the slips. 
There were 43 students with 

non-continuing passes. Many of 
them have since appealed to the 
department and have been 
allowed into the second-year 
course because of the confusion 
surrounding the entrance re­
quirements. 

The head of the Journalism De­
partment, Professor Gavin Ste­
wart, said he realized students 
had been misled into thinking a 
pass in J ourn I would guarantee 
them entrance to J ourn II. He said 
that this year letters would be sent 
to first-year's parents, notifying 
them that only one in every three 
students would be admitted to 
Journ II. 

The Assistant Dean of Arts, 
Professor I Macdonald, said the 
second-year course could only 
take 80 students because of the 
shortage of technical equipment 

in the department, and therefore 
a cut-off point was applied at the 
end of the first year. 

"The problem of people being 
excluded from the second-year 
course is a financial one," he said. 
"Whereas courses like Psycho­
logy and Legal Theory are also 
overcrowded all that is needed to 
accomodate the extra students 
are more lecturers. But the Jour­
nalism Department also needs ex­
pensive equipment iq order to . 
teach excess students." 

He said the Journalism Depart­
ment asked for more money than 
all the other departments in the 
Arts faculty put together, and that 
their needs simply could not be 
met by the financial resources of 
the university. 

Prof Stewart said the depart­
ment received extensive funding 
from the private sector, with bur­
saries and donations being made 
available from the Canadian and 
New Zealand embassies. 

In spite of the shortage of 
equipment and spaces in the sec-

Goodwood denies allegations of racism 
THE MANAGER of the Good­
wood Hotel, Mr Bjorn Sagar, has 
denied allegations that the hotel 
has a policy of excluding black 
customers. 

Mr Sagar was responding to a 
recent incident in which two stu­
dents were turned away from a 
disco being held in the hotel's 
Y oungberry Room during qrien­
tation week. 

According to ·another student 
who witnessed the event, the stu­
dents were told by a receptionist 
that it was a private party. When 
they replied that it had been ad­
vertised on campus, the recep­
tionist repeated her statement. 
She also told them there was no­
where else in the hotel where they 
could have a drink (although 
there are two other bars in the 
hotel). 

A woman who said she was the 
owner of the Goodwood told a 
Rhodeo reporter that the hotel 
"has no political policy." She also 
said that she was not prepared to 
answer any other questions and 
that she was "sick and tired of the 
student newspaper trying to make 
something of it." 

Last year RHODEO covered 
an incident in which a number of 
black customers were told to 
leave the men's bar because it 
"was closing time." The bar was 
re-opened after they had left. 

At the time the manager, Mrs 
Andrews, said the customers 
were ejected because they were 
under-age. However a bar-ten­
der, Mr Rod Amner, said most of 

. them were "clearly in their twen­
ties or older." 

" Even if any of them were 
• under-age," said Mr Amner, "the 
hold should have isolated those 
individuals and asked them to 
leave ." 

Page2 

Each person is as 'good' as the next. 
Mr Sagar, who took over as 

manager earlier this year, said the 
hotel did not exclude people on 
the basis of colour. 

"As far as I am concerned, one 
man is as good as the next," he 
said. , 

He added that if he caught the 
receptionist responsible for the 
recent incident, she would "be in 
deep shit." 

The student responsible for or­
ganising the disco, Anthony Col- . 
lins, said Sagar had assured him 
that neither he nor his staff would 

· exclude blacks from the disco. 
Sagar told Collins, however, that 
if blacks were to enter the men's 
bar, "they should expect trouble." 

When RHODEO asked Sagar 
about this, he said he could not be 
responsible for the type of people 

·who frequented the men's bar. 
"Most of the clients in the men's 

bar are old, Afrikaans, and set in 
their ways. I've got chaps here 
who have been drinking at the 
Good wood for over thirty years. I 
can't just go in there and say this 

and that." 

* RHODEO asked other hotels 
about their admission policies. 
The manager of the Graham, Mr 
Repinz, said they allowed any­
body in, regardless of race or 
creed, as long as they were de­
cently dressed and behaved them­
selves. "I think it's wrong that 
people are not allowed into places 
because they are black," he said. 

The trainee manager of Set­
tler's Motel, Mr Thomas Fischer, 
said the motel "places no restric­
tions on entrance whatsoever", 

. and anyone could eat, drink, or 
stay there. 

One of the managers at the 
Cathcart Arms said no special 
privileges were accorded to either 
blacks or whites. "As long as 
people behave, vie don't draw the 
line anywhere." 

Victoria Hotel manager Mr 
Greg Vissie said the hotel was to­
tally multi-racial and that there 
was "no racial discrimination 
whatsoever." 
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ond year course the number of 
first year students has been in­
creased this year to approximate­
ly 230 students, of which about 
140 will not be able to carry on to 
Journ II. Professor Macdonald 
said the Arts Faculty did not wish 
to cut down the intake of first­
years, as they wanted everyone to 
have a chance to prove them­
selves. "But if students don't 
achieve 58% they have not proved 
themselves and should not be per­
mitted into the second year 
course." 

He said further sponsorship 
could be found and that there 
should be a committee of students 
and academics formed to super­
vise the collection and allocation 
of funds in the Journalism De­
partment. He added that students 
had not been consulted about the 
issue of exclusions, and it was es­
sential for such a faculty structure 
to be formed for students to have 
a say over the entry limits imposed 
by the Journalism Department. 

"A situation where the number 
of first-year students increases 
tremendously while the number 
of graduates does not, is contra­
dictory," he said. 

"Other methods should be em­
ployed in order to measure the 
potential of students. While it is 
commendable that the Journal­
ism Department did employ 'af­
firmative action' in deciding who 
could continue to second-year, 
the cut-off-point system in itself 
relies only on marks. It doesn't 
take into consideration the diffi­
culties that students experience in 
adapting to the university envi­
ronment." 

G'town anti-crime 
group to form 
non-racial civic 
The Grahamstown Anti-crime Campaign Committee (GACCC) is · 
to consult with various sectors of the local community to begin the 
process of forming a non-racial civic organisation. · 

The GACCC was formed in Oc­
tober last year in response to a 
UDF/Cosatu call to fight crime 
and gangsterism in the town­
ships. 

A Steering Committee was 
elected to mobilise all organisa­
tions and . sectors of Graham­
stown's community to combat 
crime whilst simultaneously for­
ming the embryo of a future Gra­
hamstown Civic Association. 

• 

Combat crime 
A 500 strong Marshal's Regi­
ment of the GACCC was formed 
after a series of meetings and ral­
lies to launch the campaign. The 
marshals were briefed to combat 
crime and promote political un­
derstanding and discipline 
amongst the people at all levels. 

The marshals are economically 
viable as they are able to mobilise 
entir.e townships in a matter of 
hours without the use of any cost­
ly media. The GACCC empha­
sised that the Marshal's 
Regiment could facilitate the 
building of a more committed 
and disciplined youth formation. 

Chief marshals were elected to 
sit on the GACCC and attention 
is now focused! upon the rapidly 
re-emerging street committees 

who will have to elect repre­
sentatives to the GACCC. 

A GACCC spokesperson em­
phasised that street committees 
were discussion forums that 
served as grassroot~ political in­
struments. 

The entire Grahamstown com­
munitywas mobilised around the 
anti-crime campaign- some were 
for it and others against. Con­
sultation has begun to set up 
structures in the 'Coloured', In­
dian and town sectors of the 
populace which will eventually 
elect representatives to the 
GACCC. 

Non-racial civic 
The incoporation of marshals, 
street committees and the other 
sectors of the community en­
sured the complete democratisa­
tion of the GACCC and its 
transformation into a non-racial 
ClVlC. 

The process is still in its early 
stages but the challenge to Gra­
hamstown's community, includ­
ing students is to contribute to 
this very practical process of 
transforming our town and South 
Africa in general by transcend­
ing the isolation imposed by the 
Group Areas Act. 
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ABOUT 80 students picketed M • F. h • t d • t? 
~:;:e~~:;;r;;~i~r;~~~ea~f~~ . ISS res _ er- raCIS an SeXIS · 
"Miss Fresher" pageant, one of / 
the most controversial events on 
the university calendar. 

RHODEO spoke to both sup­
porters and protestors to fmd out 
why they were there. 

Nina Shand, the Women's 
Councillor on the SRC and a 
member of the Adhoc Committee 
Against Racis:Ql and Sexism in 
Rag (which organized the pro­
test), explained that the protes­
tors felt the competition should 
not have happened as it exploited 
female sexuality to raise funds. 
Women are made into objects to 
be analysed, assesed and 
watched. They lose their individ­
uality. The type of objects which 
these women are supposed to be 
is also very narrowly defined. 
They are almost uniformly young 
white, tall, thin. This very specific 
set of looks is created into an ulti­
mate ideal which all other women 
should aspire even if they have 
dark hair or skin colour. 

The Miss Fresher competition 
is also not an event that occurs in 
isolation. It is an overt manifesta­
tion of a complex system of racism 
and sexism. Every time a women 

walks down the street she is seen 
and feels like an object. She is 
essentially on a catwalk. The Miss 
Fresher competion fcirmalises 
this process and women are 
openly assesed and compared 
with each other 

"Rag, as a charity organisation, 
should be trying to eradicate pov­
erty in South Africa, not perpe­
tuating the racist and sexist values 
which led to this poverty in the 
first place. A competition like 
Miss Fresher entirely defeats this 

objective." 
The Rag chair, Shaun Searle, 

admitted that Rag uses sexism but 
explains this by arguing that "it is 
for a good cause." 

"This type of event no longer 
· occurs on the other "liberal" cam-

puses, UCT for example have 
even abolished Rag Queen and 
have replaced this with •Rag am­
bassadors - which includes both 
men and women, " Shand said. 

mixed reactions 
The participants in "Miss 

Fresher" expressed mixed views 
on the issue: some of the women 
felt they had been pressurized 
into participating, while others 
saw it as "good fun". On the 

. whole, they respected the feminist 
view and their right to prqtest, 
since the peaceful picket did not 
disrupt the evening. There were 
mixed reactions among specta­
tors, and comments included 
"Feminism is a farce". "What is 
discriminatory is that men are not . 
allowed in to see Mr Fresher" and 
"I don't think one can take it seri­
ously- they're making a mockery 
of themselves". Several specta­
tors felt strongly that "women's 
bodies are meant to be appreci­
ated" . The protestors responded 
that this was exactly the problem. 
Women were not appreciated as 
human beings but as bodies and. 
competitions like Miss Fresher 
reinforced such a perception of 
women. 

What about Mr Fresher? 

Hotel stay for students 
A NUMBER of students who are 
being accomodated in Graham­
stown hotels have complained of 
racial discrimination in the allo­
cation of residence rooms. 

Some of them are second-year 
students who returned to Rhodes 
this year to fmd their rooms in 
residence had been allocated to 
other students. 

Lusapo Mnyengeza, a B.Sc II 
student who stayed at the Grand 
Hotel for a couple of weeks, said 
he returned to Rhodes to fmd his 
room in Cory residence hacl -been 

given to a first-year student. 
He said when he asked what the 

reason for this was he was told it 
was due "to a computer error." 

"It is strange that the majority of 
students who had to stay in the 
hotels are black," he said. 

The university's residence of­
ficer, Peter Weldrick, denied 
there had been any element of 
racism in the allocation of rooms, 
or that there had been any com­
puter error. 

He said some students had been 

put in hotels because they applied 
too late to be allocated res rooms. 

However Mnyengeza said he 
had sent his minimum residence 
deposit of RlOO before the dead­
line date of January 10. "So it 
could not have been a case of late 
response on my part," he said. 

Weldrick said he had nothing to . 
do with the selection of people 
allowed into residence. He said 
that he only allocated rooms to 
those people who were cleared by 
the Admissions Office. 
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The ideal man? 
OBJECTIONS SIMILA~ to 
those raised at the Miss }<resher 
competitibn were expressed 
around the Mr Fresher event. 

A member ofthe Ad-Hoc Com­
mittee Against Racism and Sex­
ism in Rag, Nina Shand, was 
asked why there were objections 
to Mr Fresher. "We are con­
cerned about the objectification 
of all people, not only women." 
said Shand. After the 'Miss 
Fresher' competition it was de­
cided to also protest 'Mr Fresher'. 
Unfortunately technical prob­
lems were experienced, and the 
peaceful picket envisioned did 
not take place. 

She said that the committee's 
reasons for protesting were that 
'Mr Fresher' also re-inforced 
gender stereo-types and was 
equally racist and sexist an event 
as 'Miss Fresher'. 

"The Fresher competitions 
promote a rigidly idealised type'of 
man and woman and illnesses 
such as Bulemia and Anorexia are 
often a result of the inadequacies 
people feel when they do not fit 
the standard of beauty prescribed 
by these contests." 

The winner of the 'Mr Fresher' 
competition, Richard Lourie 
from Botha House, felt that the 
competition was "well organized 
and a lot of fun". He said he was 
doing it for his house to gain 
points and not for personal pres­
tige. 

All of the entrants interviewed 
raised the question of why the 
competition was not protested 
against. 

Nina Shand responded that 
such competitions should . not 
happen . in the first place. "If as a 
community we are trying to eradi­
cate discrimination in our society, 
or at least in the university, it is 
useless to have events that are es­
sentially based on this discrimina­
tion. We must consider moving 
_away from "Miss Fresher" a:nd 
Rag queen, as UCT have done. 
We need to look towards ways of 
raising money that incorporate 
the "remember" aspect of Rag 
and that are attempting to build a 
culture which is appropriate to 
the new society we are moving to­
wards." 

·· -
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"Two of the greatest things other "I stand here before 
you, not as a 
prophet, but as a 
humble servant of 
you - the people ... I 
therefore place the 
remaining years of 
my life in your 
hands." 

than liberation itself' LLB student 

NELSON MANDELA'S re­
lease evoked a wide range of feel­
ings: hope, fear, delight and 
apprehension. 

This upsurge in emotion was to 
be expected - after all Mandela 
was branded a ruthless terrorist 
for decades and RHODEO 
would have been prosecuted for 
publishing this story, only a few 

. months ago. 
The positive response that 

Mandela, now deputy president 
of the unbanned ANC received so 
far, indicates that apartheid is 
dying an irreversible death. 

Is there a place for you in this 
new era? Is the dismantling of 
apartheid something wicked or 
wonderful? 

RHODEO asked students for 
their opinion on Mandela's re­
lease and the unbanning of or­
ganisations. 

International Studies - Hon­
ours: "I'm all for it- it's putting the 
ANC into a position ... they have to 
show they can cope .. .I will fight for 
. anyone's rights." 

' . . ' . ') 
Much of the discussion 
around the At)!C stnC:I! , its · • 
unbanning has,centred 
on the questii:>n of the ,' 
armed struggle, and ~he • 
role of Umkhonto we 
Sizwe. In this article 
RHODEO looks at the 
history of the 
organisation, and how 
they eventually reached a ·. 
point where they decided 
to take up arms. 

The African National Congress 
was formed in 1912 to defend the 
rights of black people. These 
rights had been curtailed by the 
South African Act and were being 
threatened by the Native Land 
Act of 1913. 

For 37 years (until 1949) the 
ANC adhered to a strictly con­
stitutional struggle. It put forward 
demands and resolutions, and 
sent delegates with petitions to 
the government in the belief that 
black grievances could be s.ettled 
through peaceful discussion and 
that blacks could advance to full 
political rights. 

Even after 1949, the ANC re­
mained determined to avoid vi­
olence. At this time however, 
there was a change from strictly 
constitutional means of protest 
which had been employed in the 
past. The militant Youth League 
influenced the ANC to take the 
decision to protest against apart­
heid iegislation by peaceful dem­
onstrations against certai~ laws: 

Freedom Charter 
The defiance campaign was 

launched, based on the policy of 
passive resistance, with Nelson 
Man deJa in charge of volunteers 

Over 8500 people defied apart" 
hcid laws and went willingly to jail, 
but not a single violent act was 
committed. 

Protests against unjust laws, and 
the shoulder-to-shoulder cam­
paigns fought by different race 
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Higher Diploma - Education: 
"The apartheid regime has been 
forced to respond positively to the 
demands of the people." 

Visitor to Rhodes from UPE: 
"He should have been hung be­
cause it was a treason trial." 

ANC supporter: "It's a vindica­
tion of what we've been saying all 
along." 

Social Science II: "Long over­
due." 

Pharmacy III: "It may serve to 
normalise the situation ... we could 
have a good situation." 

BA III: "It's a basic human right 

to be free." 
B Comm III: "It's good." 
B J ourn I: "Every political party 

has the right to say what they 
think." 

B Comm 1: "It's groovy." 
Social Work - Honours: "He 

(Mandela) should have · sat on a 
bomb ... he shouldn't have been re-
leased." 

Psychology - Honours: "A fan­
tastic thing - I hope it makes 
people participate." 

BSc ii: "I can't really tell you." 
RHODEO also spoke to Gugile 

Nkwinti of the Psychology l;)e­
partment who was part of the na­
tional MDM delegation that 
visited Mandela at Victor V erster 
Prison two days before his release. 

RHODEO: What makes Man­
dela the legendary leader that he 
i&? 

Gugile Nkwinti: Mandela is 
very sharp - he has a sharp sense 
of accountability and reports back 
to his organisation on everything 
he does, in meticulous detail. 

RHODEO: What is "the most 
celebrated South African in his­
tory" like? 

Gugile Nkwinti: He is humble 
and warm and is the kind of per­
son who really cares and feels for 
the people he. is leading. 

RHODEO: Commerit on Man-
dela's actions since his release? 

Gugile Nkwinti: Being the as­
tute strategist that he is, Mandela 
acknowledged the bold moves 
made by De Klerk and praised his 
courage. 

(Nelson Mandela 
- on the day of his 
release at a rally 111 
CapeTown.) 

But at the same 
time he said the 

strategies of the 
struggle are built 
on the harsh real­
ities of apartheid 
as implemented by 
the National Party. 

He said the virtues of a few men 
could not alleviate the suffering 
that apartheid causes. 

Mandela stressed that unity was 
the only way to destroy apartheid. 
To this effect he met with a variety 
of people and also addressed the 
issue of the Natal violence. 

'B Journ II' summed up the 
challenge the recent reforms 
posed for students. 

"South Africa has been cata­
pulted into a new era. We, the 

future of this country must decide 
how we can contribute to its fu-

- ture. Apartheid is still with us and 
students must aid in its complete 
eradication." 

The oldest Iibera tion movement ~~:~n~;~~r;r::~~:~a~n ~;:~~ 
I. n the world -~or·. med 1912 ~l~~~.~r~;.~eors~i~~~~:n~~vi:~ 

. • ~ Mbeki, Ahmed Kathrada, L10nel 

groups in South Africa, led to the convention. Mass demonstrations oflife, and it offered the best hope Bernstein, Raymond Mhlaba, 
formulation of a vision of a non- were organised on the eve of the for future race relations. Bob Hepple and Dennis Gold-

racial, democratic, and unitary 
South Africa. The ANC, the 
South African Indian Congress, 
tqe Congress of Democrats, and 
the South African Congress of 
Trade Unions formed the Con­
gress Alliance, and on 26 June 
1955 they adopted the Freedom 
Charter. 

The trial lasted for five years. 
The court eventually found that 
the ANC did not have a policy of 
violence, and that the accused 
were not trying to set up a com­
munist state in place of the exist­
ing regime. All the trialists were · 
acquitted. 

Thousands burn 
passes in defiance 

The extension of passes to 
women was nationally challenged 
by the ANC women's league. In 
1960 there was massive r-esistance 
to the government, focussed 
mainly on the pass laws. Thou­
sands of people burnt their passes 
and handed themselves to ·the 
police for prosecution. 

In March 1960, at Sharpeville, 
police panicked when a peaceful 
crowd gathered outside the police 
station. They opened fire, killing 
69 people and wounding 180. 

1960 was also the year in which 
the government held a referen• 
dum leading to the establishment 
of the Republic. Blacks, who 
formed 70% of the population, 
were not allowed to vote. The 
ANC took a resolution to hold a 
Ail-in-Africa Conference to call 
for a national convention. 

The government failed to 
answer the call for this national 

d bli berg. 
unwante Repu c. MK felt that planned destruc-

Mandela, who was the secretary tion of power plants and inter- Four pillars Of struggle 
of the conference, undertook the ference with rail and telephone The detained people were ac-
task of organising a national stay- communications would be a heavy cused in what became known as 
at-home which was to coincide drain on the economic life of the the Rivonia Trial. They were 

. with the declaration of the Repub- country, thus compelling white joined at the dock by Elias Mot-
r voters to r-econsider their posi- soaledi, James Kantor and An-
lCT. h tinn. drew Mlangeni. Nelson Mandela 

. e government response was "' 
· d d h h 1 Str1'ct m' struct1'ons were oiven to was brought from jail to stand as to mtro uce new an ars er aws o· 

MK members right from the start, accused number one. 
and to mobilise its armed forces . 
Saracens, armed vehicles and sol­
diers were sent into the townships 
in a massive show of intimidation, 

The leaders were not pre­
pared to accept their banning, but 
at the same time they were facing 
a strong threat of force from the 
government. Followers of the or­
ganisation were losing con­
fidence in the policy of 
non-violence and were develo­
ping disturbing ideas of terrorism 

MK begins sabotage 
There was a real danger that this 
violence would be directed 
against blacks as well as whites. 
Violence was increasingly taking 
the form, not of struggle against 
the government, but of civil strife. 

In view of this the ANC decided 
to embark on a programme of 
controlled violence. Anarchic vi­
olence they felt would only lead to 
bitterness and loss of life. 

As a result . of this decision, 
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) was 
formed in November 1961. 

Four forms of violence were 
open to MK - sabotage, guerrilla 
warfare, terrorism and open rev­
olution. They chose to adopt the 
first method and to exhaust it be­
fore taking any other decision. In 
the light of their political back­
ground the choice was a logical 
one. Sabotage did not involve loss 
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that on no account were they to Mandela, Sisulu, Mbeki, Ka-
injure or kill people in planning or thrada, Goldberg, Mhlaba, 
carrying out operations. Mlangeni and Motsoaledi were all 

The white response caused a lot sentenced to life imprisonment. 
of anxiety within MK. Lines were The police subsequently located 
being drawn and whites and and destroyed the underground 
blacks were moving into separate organisations of the ANC and 

Umkhonto. camps. ·Prospects of avoiding a 
civil war seemed less, and news- In the following years the ANC 
paper reports that sabotage reconstituted itself around a 
would be punished by death group of leaders who had evaded 
seemed likely to provoke acts of capture by fleeing the country, 
terrorism. and a nucleus of recruits in Afri-

MK believed that rebellion can military training camps. 
would offer the government limi- In 1969 the internal and external 
tless opportunities for indiscrimi- wings of the ANC came together 
nate retaliation. In the face of this for the Morogoro Conference in 
implied threat they decided that Tanzania. The conference was a 
the fight which held prospects for milestone for the organisation, in 
the least risk of life to both sides that it identified new structures 

and a new framework. It also took was guerilla warfare. 
Mandela therefore left South the groups which had constituted 

Africa with a view to obtaining the Congress Alliance, and drew 
facilities for the training of sol- them in under the banner of the 
diers; and to solicit scholar&hips ANC. 
for the higher education of black The armed struggle was as-
matriculants. sessed in relation to political ac-

Mandela returned to South tivity inside the country. The . 
Africa in July 1952, and on the 5 conference identified four main 
August 1962 he was arrested and areas - or pillars - in which the 
charged with incitement and leav- struggle should be fought. These 

were: the armed struggle, the in-
ing the country illegally. He was ternational arena, the under-
sentenced to five years in prison. ground, and legal, mass-action 

Up until 1965 about three inside South Africa. 
hundred MK recruits were sent The proposals outlined at that 
abroad for military training. conference formed the basis of 
Umkhonto did not, howetever, the actions which have been 
get beyond the planning stages of · taken, both inside and outside the 
a protracted guerilla war. In late country, qver the past three de- · 
1963 most members of the High cades. 
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In dependance for 
Africa's last colony 

ON MARCH 21 a new nation 
will be born. Namibia, Africa's 
last colony, will become inde­
pendent. 

The independence ·process as 
outlined in the ·United Nations 
Resolution 435 was hailed as a 
success by the international com­
munity. 
' SWAPO, which had wa:ged an 

armed struggle for more than two 
decades, obtained 41 of the 72 
seats in the Constituent Assembly 
(CA) in the November elections. 

The shadow cabinet of the fu­
ture SW APO government con­
sists of 16 Ministers headed by the 
SWAPO leader, Sam Nujomo, as 
President and Hage Geingob as 
Prime Minister. · 

The n,ew Namibian flag was un­
veiled at an emotional function on 
February 2 - by coincidence the 
African National Congress was 
unbanned on the same day. 

Th.e fmal draft constitution of 
Namibia was unanimously ac­
cepted on Friday, February 9, at 
an historical occasion at the Tin­
tenpalast(parliament building) in 
Windhoek. 

It includes some clauses which 
certainly make it unique in Afri­
ca.Among these are: 

• the scrapping of the death 
penalty 

• a clause which curtails the 
role of Cabinet officials in 
private, fmancial and busi­
ness activities(the clause 
emphasis on clean govern­
ment) 

• · . a bill of Fundamental 
Rights 

• ·the right of workers to or­
ganise, belong to trade . 
unions and to strike 

• the protection of womei;I's 
rights 

Namibia is to have a mixed 
economy where the state, private 
and co-operative sectors will co­
exist. 

The president will be elected 
directly by the voters for a period 
of five years. He/she will be re­
elected for a maximum of two 
terms. 

Meanwhile the Namibian So­
ciety (NAMSOC) is organising a 
trip to Namibia to witness the in­
dependence celebrations. Those 
interested are advised to contact: 
William l:Ieuva at 27024 or 22386 
De Beers or Katja Berker at 22122 
Lillian Britten. 

RHODEO SPOKE to the 
~ south African National Students 
Congress' (SANSCO's) national 
Publicity Secretary Bongani Gxil­
ishe and the president of Rhodes' 
Black Students Movement (BSM) 
Simphiwe Tshabalala about the 
eduacation crisis campaign. 

RHODEO: Why an education 
crisis campaign? 

Gxilishe: Sansco after consult­
ation with tertiary institutions na­
tionwide decided to call for two 
days of mass action on February 
27/2B to expose the high failure 
rates, mass expulsions and mass 
exclusions of black students at 
these institutions. 

. We focused on the more re­
pressive campuses like Turfloop 
and Ngoye as well as on the liberal 
institutions like Rhodes and U CT. 

RHODEO: How does the edu­
cation crisis affect Rhodes 
University? 

Tshabalala: The issue was dis­
cussed by black students at 
Rhodes and we concludec;l that we 
were seriously affected by the 
education crisis especially around 
the issues of accomodation, ad­
missiQlls and bursaries. 

The aim of the campiagn was to 
pressurise the administration to 
resolve these problems. The cam­
paign was not a one-offevent and 
further action will be taken sub­
ject to discussion. 

RHODEO: Comment on the 
success of the campaign so-far? 

Tshabalala: The ·campaign was 
highly successful in that over 500 
students took part. Most white 
students did not identify with the 
campaign as they are not directly 
affected by the education crisis. 
But the campaign affects 
everyone on campus. 

Also the broader mass of stu­
dents have become aware of the 

education crisis and the adminis­
tration has been challenged to re­
spond. 

Up till now we are still waiting 
for them to respond. 

Gxilishe: There have been some 
immediate gains in the region. 
The non-racial sports body at the 
Lennox Sebe Technikon, Satisco 
has been recognised for the first 
time by the administration. The 
SRC's at the Zwelethemba Col­
lege and the Ciskei Technikon 
have also been offered the hand of 
friendship by their respective ad­
ministrations. 

The UCT administration 
· agreed to set up a committee con­
sisting of students and administra­
tors to look into its exclusion and 
admission policies. But the situ­
ation has worsened at the Univer­
sity of Venda where police have 
been harrassing students. 

RHODEO: Can you elaborate 
on the problems faced by black 
students at Rhodes. 

Tshabalala: Around accommo­
dation - all but one of the students 
housed at the Grand Hotel be­
cause of a lack of space last month 
were black. The BSM fmds this 
quite appalling. 

Rhodes' admission policy is in­
sensitive as it refuses to account 
for the gross inequalities that are 
present in the education system. 
In effect it serves to deny and re­
strict the right of the people to a 
university education. 

Gxilishe: This is inconsistent 
With the Rhodes' Administration 
claim to be non-racial. The adrniri 
assumes black students have some 
kind of superhuman intelligence 
to overcome the problems of a 
lack of facilities as well as the tur­
moil in black schools and the lan­
guage barrier. 

Exciting projects for the SRC in the 90's 
THE NUSAS-SRC is planning a dents, wardens and sub-wardens going to be revitalised in the curity through better lighting and 
number of campaigns and pro- are aware of their rights in terms residences. advertising campus security es-
jects for 1990. Rhodeo will be ·of the fining procedures. The The SRC has been consulting cart services." · 
keeping you up to date with what SRCwouldalso like to find out for with the house committees Sam Pienaar SRC benefits and 
these are and how far they are what offences people are being around these campaigns and pro- entertainments councillor told us 
progressing. fined and for how much. "This posals will be presented to the ad- that the SRC was looking to main-
. For this edition we spoke to information will be used to asses ministration shortly. tain and advertise all the existing 

some of the SRC councillors to the strengths and weaknesses of The SRC women's councillor, benefits which include the SASTS 
fmd out what they were planning the fining system and propose Nina Shand said that the new wo- travel scheme, swift lift scheme, 
to do in their portfolios this year. changes where necessary. We en- mens group was planning to run a counselling centre, binding ser-

Leanne Billet one of the SRC courage everybody to fill in these campaign to improve awareness vice etc. 
residence Hasan councillors said questionnaires in the residences." around contraception on campus. "In addition we are looking into 
that there were a number of issues Leanne emphasised. This would include installing con- a bookshop on campus in order to 
which had to be looked into in the A further · urgent issue is ·the dam vending machines · on cam- make new and second hand books 
residences. The quality and need for all first year women stu- pus, which have already been available to students at cheaper 
quantity of food, and the meal dents to have permanent keys. approved by the administration . prices. The SRC resource centre 
card system are the two major "The SRC's res rules campaign to but they have not provided funds is possibly also going to be housed 
concerns of residents, says a new this point has managed to win keys· to buy the machines. When asked in the same place to provide easy 
survey taken in Drosdy Hall. The for first year women students on about this Dr Hunt said that " the access to journals and other infor-
SRC is investigating a compu- request from the wardens and we administration does not want to mation." 

.. : : : : ::: :: ::: : : ~:; :: . . .. 

Tshabalala: The BSM challen~ 
ges the adminto follow the lead of · 
U CT and review its admission, ex­
pulsion and exclusion policies in 
consultation with the repre­
sentative student organisation, 
Sans co. 

RHODEO: What about the 
issue of bursaries? 

Tshabalala: The admin invited 
Satisco to submit criteria for the 
allocation of sports bursaries 
which was subsequently rejected 
in total. We therefore demand 
that Satisco's criteria be adopted 
and call upon the Sports Union to 
support us in our call. 

The demands that were handed 
to admin concerning general bur­
saries in 1987 have not been ad­
dressed. 'In fact the problem has 
gotten worse. This is a serious 
issue as most black students do 
not have the finance to study at 
university because of the imequal 
distribution of wealth in South Af­
nca. 

RHODEO: Do you have any-

thing to say to the administra­
tion? 

Gxilishe: Sansco urges the 
Rhodes admin to capture the · 
mood that prevails within our 
country and clearly align them­
selves with forces standing for 
change and to be accountable to 
the community they are serving. 

RHODEO: What about stu­
dents? 

- Tshabalala: The BSM calls 
upon our members and the entire 
student population to forge the 
maximum unity and to fight tire­
lessly for the realisation of our de­
mands for a just education system. 

Our demands have been 
placed on the agenda of the ad­
ministration and the battle to re­
alise them has begun with possibly 
greater challenges lying ahead. 

The SRC discount scheme will 
still be in operation this year and 
there are plans to expand the 
number of discounts available. 

All students can make use of this 
scheme by showing their student 
cards. The SRC intends dis­
playing a logo in the window of 
participating shops. Sam said that · 
a postage service is a new idea that 
is being considered. This could 
offer students a place to buy 
stamps and post their letters at the 
Student Union. In relation to en­
tertainment events "we are still 
looking into a Free People's Con­
cert' and organising more social 
jorls before the term is over." 

terised credit system which will will be hoping to take this further be seen to be encouraging cohabi-
allow students to pay only for the to allow keys to be given out from tion." The administration feels 
meals that they eat in residence. It the beginning of the year:: . There that this is a personal issue and if 
will also serve to send a message is a possibility that this .will be stuc;lents want it they must pay for 
to caterers informing them which combined with a request for an it. The womens group will also be 
are most popular. electronic card locking system in campaigning for the provision of a 

Introducing 
AlE SEC 

The laundry system is presen- order to also increase security and full time sister at the sanatorium 
ting similar problems because do away with students having to to provide various forms of con-
many students are not making use pay for replacing locl<s when keys traception and offer advice to stu-
of it but still have to pay for these are lost. dents. Nina also outlined that 
facilities.Waysofreducingexpen- Leanne also said that the SRC 
diture in this regard are also being would also be investigating the in­
addressed. stallation of smoke detectors in 

The fining system is also being the residences to ensure greater 
surveyed at this point in order-te protection against fire hazards. 
determine to what extent stu- The juice and milk scheme is also 

"rape and sexual harassemnt is 
threat which all women face on 
campus and the SRC womens 
group will be addressing these is­
sues. Part of that would include 
lookitig into ways of improving se-
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AIESEC INTENDS to host a 
cocktail party focusing on Presi­
dent De Klerk's speech in the near 
future. 

Aiesec's theme for 1990 is "to­
wards a just and unified South Af­
rica". 

An Aiesec spokesperson said 
they were committed to pro mot­
ing the education and develop-

ment of South Africa's youth. 
By being 'non-racial', non-pol­

itical and totally student run Aie­
sec felt they were the ideal home 
for students intent on "bridging 
the gap between technical studies 
and the practical business world" . 

Aiesec is an international body 
with members in places such as 
Chile and Poland. 

Page 5 



.... SASNEWS-CAMPUSROUNDUPIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Wits lecturer 
being held in 
Mozambique 
byRenamo 

WITS UNIVERSITY head of de­
partment, Professor David Ste­
phenson and his companion Mr 
Dudley Searle, a Zimbabwean, 
are being held by the Mozambi­
can National Resistance (MNR), 
also known by its Portugese acro­
nymRenamo. 

Renamo was formed in the mid 
70's and has since then been "the 
pricipal agent of destructive war" 
in Mozambique, according to 
William Minter, an American re­
searcher. 

Last year Minter interviewed 32 
Renamo combatants concluding 
that their motives are "shrouded 
in mystery.and speculation" with 
"forced recruitment" and threats 
of execution and . violence, to 
coerce support. 

In 1987 Africa Confidential 
claimed that 400 travellers had 
been killed by Renamo, on the 
main highway from Maputo. 
T hey say "Renamo has stepped 
up the use of atrocities as a de­
liberate tactic since mid-1987. It 
is hard to escape the conclusion 
that this has been done ... with the 
approval of the SA military men 
who control Renamo." 

Mozambique's Foreign Minis­
ter Pascoal Mocumbi claimed 
that talks between Frelimo and 
Renamo were a possibility and . 
that the recent outbreak of Rena­
roo violence, including the kid­
napping of Professor Steppeilson, 
could be atactic to strengthen Re­
namo's bargaining postion with 
the British and Mozambiquan 
governments. 

Professor Stephenson, who cel­
ebrated his 47th birthday while in 
captivity, and Mr Searle were ab­
ducted by Renamo forces while 
travelling by car through Beira 
Corridor nearly three weeks ago. 

Their bullet strewn car was dis­
. covered 500 meters away from a 

Frelimo Army post near the vil­
lage of Inchope. 

It had a punctured tyre and it is 
believed that when the men had 
gotten out to replace it, they were 
ambushed. 

Later, Renamo forces con­
tacted · the International Red 
Cross in Geneva claiming repon­
sibilty for the incident. 

The Red Cross began working 
on the release of the two men 
from its Zimbabwe headquarters 
through Radiotelephone links to 
its teams in Mozambique but 
could not say how long it would 
take before the men were free. 

Heavy rains damaged tele­
phone and telex links with Mo­
zambique making comunication 
difficult. 

Professor Stephenson has 
worked at Wits for 13 years and is 
the head of the Hydrology depart­
ment. 

He was well known for having 
de signed the Vailbuchskloof 
Dam, one of the most complex­
dams in Southern Africa. 

Page6 

ANC LEADER Nelson Mandela 
addressed Wits Students who 
participated in tours conducted 
by the Student Community Ac­
tion Group (Scag) only four days 
after his release. 

On the 15 and 16 Febuary over 
100 students from Wits, mostly 
first years were involved in the 
Orientation Week tours of Sowe­
to by Scag in conjunction with the 
Black Students Society (BSS). 
After stopping outside-the Man­
dela home they were invited to 
listen to a few words from Nelson 
Mandela, which unexpectedly 
highlighted the tour. Said one 
stunned student, Samantha Bate­
man, "Cyril Ramaphosa just 
stepped onto the bus and asked 
the NUSAS representatives if 
they would be interested in meet­
ing Mandela. What a question ! 
The whole bus just wanted to 
freak out!" 

Mandela tells Wits students: 

''I love you like I love my· 
grandchildren'' 

Mandela thanked Nusas and all 
the students involved in working 
for a free South Africa. During 
the time he was in prison, he felt 
that the students on the liberal 
campuses, especially in Natal, 
kept the youth struggling against 
apartheid . 

The message that he loved the 
students as his own grandchildren 
perhaps reached out to the hearts 
qf many and inspired them. Many 
of the students felt a longing to be 
part of the new South Africa. and 
to work for it. 

David Frank, one of the repre­
sentatives from the Nusas sub­
committee, Scag felt that "His 
address has encouraged most 
people to become involved, it has 
encouraged the due spirit of white 
activism. But it must be kept in 
perspective and it is no use mak­
ing a demi-god out of him." 
Frank, who thanked Mandela on 
behalf of Nusas, said to the stu­
dents after the interview, "Man­
dela talked of us doing our bit to 
end Apartheid, but many people 
on this bus haven't done anything~ 

I think that it is about time that 
each of us honours Mandela's 
words." 

Caught up in the excitement, 
students swore they would never 
wash their hands after Mandela 
had shaken them. Most agreed 
that they were overawed by this 
humble man. 

"Here is a man who is requested 
to speak to leaders such as Bush 
and Thatcher, yet he finds the 
time to talk to students," said Lisa 
Klein. Most were amazed that this · 
great man lived in an house as 
ordinary as any in the Soweto , 
distinguishable only by the ANC 
colours painted on the outside. 

Bruce Haefele suggested that, 
"Oe Klerk could take tips from 
him on how to be a people's 
leader. All we need to do is com-

. pare Mandela's home with ''Tuin­
huis" and we see the distinction." 

UCT's accomodation crisis 250 
students sleeping in dining-rooms 
CAPE TOWN- About 250 new 
students have been sleeping in 
residence dining and common 
rooms at UCT since the begin­
ning of term. 

" Once again, the university has 
failed to fmd a satisfactory solu­
tion to the chronic shortage in ac­
commodation", said Pippa Moll, 
NUSAS-SRC A cademic Officer. 
"Every year since 1983 students 
have faced similar crises. The ad­
ministration must fmd a solution". 

The roots of the ongoing crisis 
lie in the university's admissions 
policy, and this year particularly , 
in administration problems. 

In the past, the university has 
guaranteed accomiilodation to all 
"A" and "B" aggregate applicants 
to UCT. This year the residence 
administration policy has been ex­
tended to all first-time entering 
and transfering "black" students. 
All "Coloured and Indian" stu­
dents from outside the Cape 
Town area are also included in 
this policy. 

A spokesperson for the Black 
Students Society- (BSS), the San­
sea affiliate at UCT, s.aid "as the 
university says that black students 
take preference for residence ac­
commodation, "A" or "B" stu­
dents being automatically 

accommodated does not fit in. It­
clearly ignores poor black matric 
results." 

" Black students cannot remain 
in townships as conditions are un­
suitable for academic study. The 
Group Areas Act continues to 
prevent black students from find­
ing accommodation in the sur­
rounding suburbs outside 
residences. Insufficient funding 
and little access to transport ag­
grevates these problems." 

BSS explained that UCT raises 
funds on the basis of upliftment of 
black students. "This is their re­
sponsibility and promise". 

"In order for the university to 
show its commitment to · this 
promise it is entirely necessary for 
them to examine the situation, 
identify where they have made 
mistakes and move to rectify them 
as quickly as possible," said Ri­
chard Smith, Projects Officer of 
the NUSAS-SRC. 

Professor Ian Bunting, chair­
person of the residence commit­
tee, stated that there was a need 
to exa~pine how the admission' 
policy related to this mission 
statement. He said "the univer­
sity was committed to equalising 
access. The crisis indicates that at 
present access is not equal." 

The long-term student housing 
commitee was set up ill 1985 to 
examine these problems. Ac­
cording to Deputy Vice-Chancel­
lor, Professor Woods, the 
committee will be meeting to dis­
cuss policy." A matter for debate 
is merit versus needy students ," 
he said. The committee, consist­
ing of four staff members, two stu­
dents and two wardens, reports its 
fmdings via Residence Commit­
tee to Council. 

Communication breakdowns in 
administration seem to have ag­
grevated the situation this year. 
Bunting stated that "the change 
in policy was taken at the · end of 
last year and the policy changes 
came in before the administration 
processes were implemented. A 
major underestimation of 
residence applicants resulted. 

In 1989 there were 280 first­
time black students entering into 
residence. The residence admin­
istration estimated that 300 new 
black students would arrive at the 
beginning of 1990. 360 places 
were reserved. 250 additional 
black'students arrived. 

The university made common 
and dining rooms and 30 new 
rooms available for temporary ac­
commodation. However, these 

rooms were what Bunting termed 
"sub standard". A student sleep­
ing in Smuts Common rooom 
stated that " during orientation 
week we were asked to move out 
one night so that the official resi­
dents could hold a toga party." 

A hotelier approached the 
university about leasing a hotel, 
however this deal fell through. 
The administratioon therefore ar­
ranged for two floors of the 
Clarendon Nursing Home to be · 
made available . This is in addi­
tion to a residence at Portland 
Road, Salt River. 

BSS has called for the restora­
tion of Portland Road, as the con­
ditions are unsuitable for 
residence accommodation. 
Thirty students a.re living in 
double and single l ooms at pres-
ent. · I 

Fees of these resic;l~nces are cal­
culated accordin~{ ~o the fees 
criteria for residen:c'e,\ Bunting 
states that they 1had pitched the 
cost of Portland Road at 60 per 
cent of Clarend.on, allowing for 
the varying condition and fa­
cilities. 

He said further that "those who 
wanted to come out of Portland 
Road at any time could do so and 
would be placed at the top of the 
priority list." 

200 Pmb students waiting for accomodation 
MARITZBURG - Over 200 stu­
dents were still on the waiting list . 
for accomodation at the Univer• 
sity of Natal, Pietermaritzburg 
last week. 

While most of these students 
. will fmd a place in one of the 
reses, it is expected that around 
55 students will remain without a 
place to stay. 

George Mhlalela, chairperson 
of BSS, said that he knew of about 
50 black students who were ur­
gently seeking accomodation. 

This is in marked contrast to the 
situation last year when several 

rooms in the Denison residence 
remained empty. 

An off-campus accomodation 
service which is run by the univer­
sity helps to place students. How­
ever, black students who 
comprise the majority on the wait­
ing list are often prevented from 
renting rooms off campus. 

The Director of Publications 
and Media at UNP, David Rob­
bins, has recognised the accoino­
dation shortage and regarded the 
immediate provision of additional 
reses as a high priority. He said 
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the "obvious financial con­
straints" had to be borne in mind. 
At present the University is inves­
tigating an offer to use the empty 
boarding facilities of a school in 
town . 

Meanwhile the off campus ac­
comodation service has appealed 
to all homeowners near the varsity 
to qffer places to students. 

According to the warden of 
Denison, Trevor Wills, the appeal 
encountered enormous resist­
ance from the public because of 
the unruly image created by a mi-

nority of students. Wills was cer­
tain that more accomodation 

. would have been offered if stu­
dents had a better image. 

In the past it has generally been 
students living in digs who have 
contributed to this image. 

The university is also looking at 
properties which are suitable for 
renting to students. 

Many students without acco­
modation were h,aused iri. Deni­
son before the term started, btit 
they have now had to seek tem­
porary accomodation elsewhere. 
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CRASH!! All heads within five 
metres of the Greek society table 
turned, then turned away again to 
join the throngs of cultured Rho­
dians who crammed into the 
Great Hall to see all the societies 
on offer at the university. 

And diverse they were. Every­
thing from AIESEC to Zimsoc to 
keep students from total mind 
and culture degeneration.Even 
an ex-maritzburg student found 
the choice of societies "favour­
ably comparable", if a bit "differ­
ent." 

An interesting phenomenon 
was the range of political so­
cieties, particularly to first -year 
students who haven't quite 
grasped the "get political or get 
uncool" idea yet. This led to the 
misconception that these political 
societies overlapped in belief and 
function. However, those who 
made the effort to enquire would 
probably have found some cru­
cial, constitutional dividing line. 
The Moderates Students Organi­
sation(MSO) was not Nusas and 
Nusas was not Sarisco. The for­
mer was in fact, a completely dif­
ferent 

One of the new societies this 
year was the Students for Human 
Rights (SHR), an affiliate of Law­
yers for Human Rights. Their aim 
is to provide support to any organ­
ization which is fighting for the 
rights of all people. 

Their role was to educate stu­
dents to maintain "the highest 
standards in the administration of 
justice and for the furtherance 
and protection of fundamental 
liberties in acordance with the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights." 

Ecology has also come into its 
own. Along with societies like the 
Geology Society,the Geography 
Society and others. TheSRC also 
has an Environmental Affairs Of­
ficer for the first time. 

' 

One of the ~oro brick workers who faces possible retrenchment 
the factory closes down temporarily this month. 

120 workers have al lost their bs 

Campaigning to release 
objectors 

Students highlight 
education crisis 
ABOUT 600 students staged a 

class boycott at Rhodes Univer­
sity in response to a call by Sansco 
for a national campaign to high­
light the educational crisis. 

Rhodes students opted for a 
one day stayaway while other 
campuses boycotted for two days. 
Members of the Black Students' 
Movement (BSM) felt that a shor­
ter stayaway would be more effec­
tive at Rhodes. 

The high rate of exclusion of 
black students and the lack of bur­
saries made available to black stu­
dents by the university were 
highlighted by the boycott. 

Last years black matric results 
definitely seem to have had an ef­
fect in the number of black stu­
dents on campus this year. 

The distribution of bursaries 
has long been a contested issue 
and students took this oppor­
tunity to once again make their 
protests heard. . 

Students met in the morning 
and discussed issues, such as the 
crisis facing black education. 

After lunch, students were ad-
dressed by Border UDF leader, 
Reverend Arnold Stofie, who 
then led the march to the Admin­
istration offices. The marchers in-

11Having a full schedule is a real pleasure, because it gives me less time tended to hand their demands to 
tO think abOUt the COming days, weeks, months, years... the vice-chancellor, Dr Derek 

• Henderson, however he was in 
David Bruce letter 11/2/89 Cape Town at the time. But the 

THE GRAHAMSTOWN End prisoners and not as common The Release Objectors Cam- university administration under-
Conscription Campaign recently criminals, and that they be re- paign began with a Church service took to hand the demands to Dr 
launched a Release Objectors leased to pursue alternative na- and placard demonstration at the Henderson as soon as he re-
Campaign to demand tne release tiona! service. Anglican Cathedral. -~turned. - . -
of conscientious objectors Char- _In an interview, Rev Stofile said 
les Bester and David Bruce, pres- ECC believes "alternative na- Reverend Douglas Torr and students now faced the challenge 
ently in jail for refusing to serve in tiona! service" should be available Brendan Moran, both due to ap- of preparing for an integrated 
the SADF. to all people refusing to serve in pearincourtnextmonthforrefus- South African society and should 

A spokesperson for the ECC said 
it was illogical that the prison sen­
tence imposed on conscientious 
objectors had not been reduced in 
De Klerk's recent reform pro­
gramme, while the term of con­
scription itself had been reduced 
to one year. 

The demands of the Campaign 
are that Charles Bester and David 
Bruce be treated as political 

Send your photos, 
poems, sketches and 
short stories to 
RHODEO'S 

an army "upholding apartheid". ing to serve in the SADF, will be do this by choosing to belong to 
This would involve work in the addressing the Grahamstown progressive organizations on 
community and not government public this week, as part of the campus. 
structures. ECC initiative. When . asked how he viewed 

They believe all trials of cos­
cientious objectors should be 
stopped until moral, political and 
religious objectors are able to 
choose an alternative way of serv­
ing South Africa through alterna­
tive national service. 

The spokesperson for the ECC 
emphasised that it was conscrip­
tion and not the conscript they 
were opposed to and encouraged 
all, including those who had al­
ready completed their military 
service, to join the ECC. 

Rhodes, Rev Stofile said it was a 
"conservative liberal" campus. 

According to Sansco National 
Executive member, Chule Pa­
piyane, the protest is part of an 
ongoing campaign. "Its success 
depends on the , consistency it 
maintains." he added. 

Kaif crawlers leave chaos 
WE HAVE a problem. 

The Kaif, the place where one 
used to be able to eat, drink and 
hold informal discussions about 
your major and your perv, has 
become clustered with inedible 
or unwanted remains. I am refer­
ing to the empty boxes of Chester­
field, half eaten sandwiches, 
empty chip packets and unusable 
cans. We can no longer brush the 
problem aside or step over it as it 
is approac4ing the point of disas­
ter. 

should show that they can live 
without being pigs." 

When I approached one soli­
tary being he nonchalantly stated 
that he had not noticed the untidy 
mess. 

Someone else seemed quite 
comfortable among the debris 
commenting that it reminded her 
of home. 

A minority noted the positive 
aspect, feeling that it enhanced 
the character and atmosphere of 
the kaif. 

spicuous and unstratigically 
placed". Some said: "What bins?, · 
where? I didn't realise that there 
were bins and I've been here three 
years". The ashtray situation also 
leaves a lot to be desired. 

A kitchen staff member was 
very unhappy a~ the prospect of 
cleaning the tables at least ten 
times a day calling the situation 
"very bad". 

In order to address this situ­
ation, it has been suggested that 
large luminous dust bins should be 
attached to each table, accompa­
nied by round, fat colourful ash­
trays. We should teach the dogs 
to be literate (Get it?) . Fines al­
though undesirable would also be 
effective. 

Artbeat SOON. 

I spoke to fellow students, who 
were only too willing to express 
their strong and often vulgar feel­
ings on the matter. The majority 
were appalled: "It sux, and is dis­
gusting. I can't stand the s**t on 
the tables." 

It is not only the mess, but also 
the hygiene which is put in jeo­
pardy by our doggie friends ignor­
ing the sign on the door. I was 
accosted by two of these shaggy 
canines who, I'm sure, were not 
about to partake in any intellec­
tual chit -chat. So in a nutshell (or is that an 

orange peel) get into the clean 
scene, we don't want to taste the 
waste! 

We'll be waiting 
tor you .. ... above 
Kaif, in the SRC offices. 

One person said whilst flicking 
ash on the floor, "Students are 
barbaric, inconsiderate and 

RHODEO MARCH 1990 

Many students were unhappy 
about the four dustbins noting 
that they were "small, dull, incon-
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'Raising dignity'? 
.. --

Rug chairperson, Sean Searle 
believes that Rag's main aim is to 
address poverty in South Africa. 
Addressing the causes of poverty 
was, however left for the long 
term, he told RHODEO. 

RHODEO: What Is the aim of Rag? 
Sean Searle: To raise funds 

for the underprivileged and to in­
crease their dignity and raise 
themselves in their own eyes. 
Also to give them money to help 
themselves. 
Why then, does Rag take a non-politi­
cal stand? 

We have chosen to address the 
financial needs of our benefi­
ciaries so that they can help them­
selves. We don't address the 
political issues in South Africa, 
and we do not see this as self-con­
tradictory. 
What do you think are the root causes 
of poverty in South Africa? 

My own personal view is that 
apartheid does have something to 
do with it, but I'm representing an 
organisation whose aim is to help 

who constitute the communtiy. 
Only white students participate In 
Rag functioRs. This does not, how­
ever, build a non-racial culture on 
campus. Could you comment on this? 

In the first Rag event we had 
students of all race, colour and 
creed participating. Why have 
the numbers dwindled since 
then? Largely as a result of peer 
pressure! 
Don't you think the manner In which 
the money is raised is sextst and de­
grading to both men and women? 

The student body is regarded 
as a market and by marketing 
principles we must try and satisfy 
this demand. The functions are, 
in fact, very well attended. 
But don't you think a, framework of 
principles which should be abided by 
Is necessary? 

But we are not discriminating­
if people looked at the events as 
discriminatory they would not at­
tend. If people are enjoying 
themselves it is their business. 
Have you had any discussions with 
SANSCO? 

I have never been approached 
by SANSCO- I was not on last 
years committee and I'd like to 
see some enthusiasm on their 
part. I would like to see people 

Rhodents reflecting 
on Ra ou decide . people to help themselves 

through self-betterment. They 
don't find it insulting to be given 
help which can be used to help 
themselves. who have a problem with Rag to "1------------.•'-::~"'-----~--''----------------------t 

, BSM has called for non-participation 
in 'Rag and have gained widespread 
support. What Is your reaction to 

this? 
It's a great pity. It would be 

nice to see everyone support Rag 
and the beneficiaries that are 
chosen. 

The issue is, however, how 
. can we address the poverty? 
People are becoming more aware 
of the reasons for the poverty, but 
that is a long-term issue and Rag 
wants to address the immediate 
issue. 
Have you thought of alternative 
means of raising and dlstr,lbutlng 
money? 

Again, we must look back at 
the people we are helping. I 
would like you to interview the 
representatives of community or­
ganisations to see whether they 
have a problem with how the 
money is raised. 

The issue here is the amount 
of drinking, but this is inherent in 
student society. 

Rag is a high profile period of 
the year and Rag countrywide is 
associated with drunk students. 
This is not a reflection on Rag but 
a reflection on society. 

What about how the money Is dis­
tributed and who distributes it? 

The social work department is 
looking at Pew ways of getting 
closer to the community, and so­
cial work students talk to people 

approach us. ' 
What about the amounts spent on 
events compared to the amounts 
raised? 

We don't like to disclose 
figures. Grahamstown is a small 
town and therefore we actually 
spend more money than Wits and 
UCT who get a greater response 
for their functions . 
UCT has scrapped the Royalty pro­
cession- what about Rhodes? 

What we've done this year is 
that Royalty has been asked to 
participate, raise funds and inter­
viewed contestants, and the Rag 
Queen will be chosen in Septem­
ber. Six weeks is not a long 
enough period of time to show 
personal committment to Rag. 

There will be close involve­
ment with Rusco in a project in­
volving the aged coloured 
community. The Rag Queen will 
have a more functional role and 
will not just be a pretty face. 
We've shown change sofar and we 
are going to progress. For 
example, we've considered intro­
ducing a Rag Star Of the Year as 
an alternative. 
What about Rusco as the sole benefi­
ciary? 
. This is a long term aim and is 

something I would like to see hap­
pen. Rusco can involve students 
in the community and find out 
exactly what their needs are. This 
will give Rusco more inde­
pendence. 

Getting 'mouth to meuth' from a beer bottle 
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RHooEomtervlewed•••!.O ne big, wild party' 
ber of students about the ~ssues 
surrounding Rag such as . the 
Miss and Mr Fresher competi­
tions. Some said that Rag was 
about having fun and raising 
money at the same time. Others 
were aware of the underlying is­
sues and said that Rag needed to 
change and move forward. 
A. What do you think Rag is about? 
B. What do you think of Rhodes Rag? 
C. Are you aware of the controversy 
surrounding Rag? What do you think 
about It? 

B. Journ 4: 
- Remember and Give 
- People having fun to raise 

money for underprivilege d 
people. 

- People are overreacting ... 
after all the participants in Rag 
functions do have a choice, but 
sometimes there are exceptions. 

B.Journ2: 
- It started out with good in­

tentions but now it's out of pro­
portion. 

- Rag is only giving students 
what they want...the problem lies 
with the students. But admittedly 
Rag is perpetuating the problem. 

B.Journ 1: 
-To get money for charity. 
- Having a "lekker" time. A 

way of having a good time and 
making money. 

B.SC 1: 
- Getting money for charity; 

competition between varsities. 
- Fine. Great...drinking is the 

best part. 
- It's stupid. Participants are 

not forced to participate, they 
have a choice. 

B. Soc Sci 3: 
-One big, wild party. 
-Ditto ... 
- Rag does not promote the 

cause it's supposed to- the money 
for booze could be put to better 
use. This is the main idea behind 
Rag. 

B.Comm2: 
- Dr!nking-having fun! 
- Racism and sexism. It's sup-

posed to be a charity organisation. 
- The Fresher competitions 

are sexist. Rag looks at the conse­
quences and not the causes of 
poverty. 

B. Soc Sci 2: 
-Exactly what it stands for. 
- Compared to Wits, Rhodes 

Rag is more fun .. .it's lax. 
- It's not racist or sexist. 

Does Rag 'pick and pay''? 
RHODEO spoke ~o the 

general manager of Pick and Pay 
(Eastern Cape), Mr Carroll 
about their sponsorship of Rag. 

RHODEO: Why does Pick and Pay 
sponsor Rag? . . 

Carroll: Rag is a deserving 
cause and we also view students as 
our future customers. 

RHODEO: But what about the con­
troversy on the way Rag raises its 
funs and its manner of operation with 
the community it serves? 

We don't want to prescribe to 
Rag but they do have a body 
RUSCO that serves the com­
munity. 

RHODEO: But Rusco gets only a 
small percentage of Rag funds In like 
Shawco at UCT. 

We are not really aware of 
that or the controversy surround­
ingRag. 

RHODEO: Does Pick and Pay have 
any guidelines about how Rag should 
operate? 

We don't prescribe but I 
agree that there should be con­
sultation with the community and 
that the content of Rag must fa­
cilitate the raising of funds. 

We believe that Rag is or 
should be a platform to raise 
funds for the underprivileged and 
that is why we sponsor them so 

that our money could be used to 
make more money for the people 
who need it the most. 

The chairperson of Pick and 
Pay, Raymond Ackerman told 
RHODEO that they spent huge 
amounts on funding housing pro­
jects and on Operation Hunger 
and that he didn't understand the 
contorversy aroud Rag. 

Ackerman said: "The raising 
of funds does help, I admit that 
so~e of the money is spent by 
students to have a good time but 
the pomt is that students are get­
ting invovled in poverty uplift­
ment and the more they are 
involved the better." 

RHODEO MAR 
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RHODEO: Why was Rusco formed 
and what does It do? 

Cathy Andrews: We realised 
that there was a lack of student 
involvement in the community. 
The skills students acquire should 
not be kept in isolation but must 
be passed on in contact with the 
community. 
What about the Issue of Rag? 

There is a misconception 
about the way Rag perceives us. 
We see ourselves as completely 
autonomous and seperate from 
Rag. They have no say in our pol­
icy at all. Various bodies apply to 
Rag for funds every year and so do 
we. We receive a small amount of 
Rag's funds when compared to 
their total allocations. We need 
to meet With Rag soon to clarify 
our relationship. 
Rusco Is not actually Involved with 
Rag? 

We are not involved in the ac­
tual activities of Rag. The only 
way we can prove ourselves is to 
get involved in the community. 

Our relationship with the 
community has to be a dual one. 
We have to consult with them and 
get feedback on what we can and · 
should do. 
Have you been Involved In the com­
munity as yet? 

Yes we have a project to set up 
a service centre for the aged in the 
"coloured" township after we did 
a survey that outlined a need for ( ·· · ········· · · · · ·· ·· · · ········ . . . 

B~l\'I: .. ·still 
The Black Student's Move­

ment's (BSM) Projects Officer, 
Neville Chainee, outlined · the 

-problems the BSM has with Rag 
and said it needed to br-come a 
progressive service organisation. 
RHODEO: What Is the BSM's stand 
on Rag? 

One must distinguish be­
tween two types of organisations 
serving the community .. Firstly, 
there are the traditional enslaving 
bodies who merely perpetuate a 
system of charity upon which 
people are dependent. 

Secondly, there are the com­
munity based service organisa­
tions and self-help schemes which 
have, through the process of 
struggle become organisations di­
rectly involved in addressing the 
real causes of poverty and under­
development in our society. 

Rag operates in isolation from 
the community it is supposed to 
serve. It does not inform and edu­
cate students about the reasons . 
that explain poverty and underde­
velopment. Thus the apartheid 
structure of our society is repro­
duced. 
RHODEO: The chairperson of the 
Rag Committee, Sean Searle, 
claimed that he had never been ap­
proached by the BSM to discuss 
these Issues. Why Is this so? 

Yes, BSM has never ap­
proached Sean Searle but in the 
past three years repeated ap­
proaches have been made to Rag. 

We have explained to them 
that we are willing to embark 
upon a process of consultation 
after which Rag could become ac­
tively involved in addressing pov­
erty in an accountable manner 

However, the problem, is that 
Rag wishes to remain an apolitical 
organisation 

But on this level Nicky Buck­
land - former Rag Comm vice-

1990 

Rusco . calls for discussion 
with Sansco and Nusas 

The Student Health and Welfare Community Organisation (Shawco) 
was formed by Rag at UCT and gets most of the funds that UCT Rag 
raises. Shawco is recognised by community organisations as a 
progressive service body and receives their support. The Rhodes 
University Student Community Organisation (Rusco) seems to be the 
equivalent at Rhodes. Rusco is still trying to establish itself as a 
progressive body but students view it as being attached closely to Rag 
and thus don't fully support it: 

RHODEO spoke to a' co-ordinator ofRusco, Cathy Andrews about 
the issue of Rag and student involvement in the community. 

it. Hopefully we will eKpand to 
meet the needs of more of the 
underprivileged in Graham­
stown. 

We are also involved in the 
Raglin Recreation Centre which 
cares for mothers and children. 

What about your political stance? 
We haven't clarified our 

stance as yet but we open to dis­
cussion. We are hoping to have 
discussions with campus and 
community bodies about our pol­
itical role. 
How do you see yourself operating 
with the community? 

See, there is no use in just 
being charitable. We don't want 
to just try and patch up the messes 
of apartheid but we also want to 

contribute meaningfully to a post­
apartheid society. 

So our main focus lies in com­
munity empowerment and de­
veloping skills. We firmly be live 
that we cannot be territorial about 
our professionalism. Ther chal­
lenge is for us to share our skills 
through ongoing committment 
and service. 

Does consulting mean that you will 
meet with Sansco and Nusas? 

. We are adaptable and flexible 
and are open to direction from 
other bodies. At the moment we ' 
feel alienated and not at one with 
the mass democratic struggle. 
We would like to contribute as 
welL I think it's vital that Rusco 
meets Nusas and Sansco. 
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Drag Queen has them laughing in the aisles 

Rag - a good. idea, 
now transform it 
Ultimately, the idea of Rag is a good one. It cannot be 

denied that students have a role to play in servicing the 
community. But that role needs to be defined through a 
process of consultation with that very community. 

RHODEO spoke to United Democratic Front leader 
Gugile Nkwinti about how he felt Rag could be trans­
formed and made more meaningful. 

In the past I have listened to We must incorporate and 
the arguments against Rag and I allay fears and transform people's 
would like to stress that Nusas and consciousness _ without pain. 
Sansco, being student organisa- , If someone is drowning you 
tions are in a better position to "don't stand on the bank and say 

chair said she would consult the Hunger, having no shelter or comment on the issue. · 'Hey you're drowning'. No, you 
Rag Comm about establishing a water et~ ... ru:e ~ot figments of ~ut I also feel that action jump in and rescue that ,person 
joint forum to ;1ddress the objec- people's rmagmah?ns. . _ _ _ agam~t Ra~ need to be assesse~ - and even though it will be difficult 
tions which progressive organisa- The manner~m which;. Rag ~espectally.m ~e~~s of the num~er_ - -you must~learn to enjoy that diffi-
tion We have still received no funds the community creates de- of students JOI_Um~ progressive culty. 
reply. pendency and does not go to the student or~amsation~ and the 1 believe that there are enough 

We highlight the example of root of the problem. It's a hypo- transformation of Rag Itself. disciplined activists around who 
SHA WCO, the body established crisy of the highest order -we find Even though every year, th-ere can get into the Rag Committee in 
by Rag at UCT which after con- that Rag operates in th~ sam.e is a lot of tough talk that Rag a very controlled manner and 
sultation with their Black Stu- manner as ~any of t.he btg b~sl- need~ to be made more pro- change its direction from within. 
dent's Society and other nesses and liberal phdanthrop1sts gress1ve and accountable, not This action must not be seen in 
progressive organisations, ad- like Adele Searle who organise much transformation has actually isolation from the broader cam-
dressed the negative aspects of elaborate .dinners at the Carl~on occured wit~ Rag its~l.f. paign to draw whites into the anti-
Rag. SHA WCO is now accepted Hotel, whilst the guests entenng Rag IS a tradition apartheid struggle. 
and entrenched in the community these banquets are confronted by I call for a little sensitivity As to how Rag can be 
as a progressive service organisa- starving ~eople at the. entrance. amongst the progressive forces changed. There is a Cultural 
tion. Rag 1s not a servtce and self- opposed to Rag. It must be re- Committee in Grahamstown. 

As a result students who par- ~elp orga~isation bu~ a .tradi- membered that you are dealing Rag must be drawn into that 
ticipate in RAG at UCT are now tional, charitable orgarusatlon. with young adults who come from structure after consulting with its 
much m. ore aware of the real is- RHODEO: There have been accusa- homes and communities thathave constituency and be part of those 

tlons that BSM forces Its policy of . . . . . . 
sues and causes of poverty and non-participation upon black stu- gone through the tradttion of Rag. discuss10ns and deciSIOn makmg. 
underdevelopment. dents? Rag has become part of the Rag can be a 
RHODEO: sean Searle said the alms The accusations levelled at culture of the f~mil~, parents ~e~l tower of strength 
of Rag were to "Increase the dignity'' BSM that people are "press- proud when therr chddren partici- R b h th b t 
of the beneficiaries and "to raise . d" . . . R t · R ag must e s own e o -
themselves In their own eyes"? What ~nse not to participate m ag pa e m ag. . tom-up process of operating and 

1s blatantly false. No student has We must also vtew those par- 't 't If t is your comment on this? . . . . . R . I must commi 1 se o a pro-
How can you increase some- ever been pressunsed to boycott ticipatmg m ag as a potentia - th . f th b d 

· Rag supporters of mass student gramm,e atfishparto le roa er 
one's dignity and help them raise ·R h ld b dd d . . . campaigns 0 t e peop e. 
themselves in the own eyes when ag s ou e a resse m orgamsahons. . Wh h 1820 F d . 

h fu terms of black and white students. Students come to university . h y, bevend. t e . 0d~n a-you are in fact enslaving t em r- All d . . . t10n as een rawn mto Iscus-
ther? stu ents who are aware of the flavoured With preJUdices. Do we . . h C 

1 1 
C . 

d I · · h ld · f h · d · s1ons m t e u tura ommittee. We do not see poverty as un erymgissuess ou notpar- rem orce t ose preJU tees R . . 
1 

.d. . 
· · · · R h h · d ag IS a so provt mg a servtce being a psychological thmg. hctpate m ag. t roug our strategtes an to . f h . 

h t xt t? to certam sectors o t e com-
IS this 'thing' in a sack really w a e en.· munity without actually being ac-
raising funds · for me? tThhde whtthe you:h ~f t.~~ay hav.e countable to the people they help. 

no. a mu~ ~on ~c '7 organ~ The UDF is soon to start discus-
sat10ns an t ey Simp Y pass 0 sions with a forum consisting of 
progressive student brganisations service organisations. A meaning-
as being a bunch of unruly Bantu ful relationship needs to be estab-
eduaction products who are hell lished in order to improve the 
bent on destroying the system. services rendered. 
Transform without pain · 

The time has come to evaluate 
whether this antagonistic tactic is 
actually working. 

There are ways of undermin­
ing prejudices without aetu~lly 
antagonising. How can you in­
fluence someone if they perceive 
vou to be antagonistic? 

Rag must be invited to these 
cultural and service forums where 
its programme can be affected. 
Transforming means engaging 
people and not throwing stones at 
them. That is how a controversial 
organisation like Rag could be 
turned into a tower ofstrength. 

~ ·-·~----~---------
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.LETTERSIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII .. 

The university administration has requested that we apologise In this edition for a letter we carried 
last year. The letter, complaining about vandalism of the Student Union's toilets, consisted to a large 
part of vitriolic and obscene language. Last year's editors had already written a letter of apology to 
the administration, but we were told to publish one In the-newspaper. 

It Is clear the administration feels we must account to them for material we publish, even If It 
has not broken any law or disciplinary code. · 

However, we would like to point out that we hold ourselves accountable to students, first and 
foremost. While the letter might have been offensive, It was submitted by someone who wished to 
express an opinion. And the.Jetter also made valid criticisms. If we had edited out the crude language 
(of which there was much) It would have been completely nonsensical. 

This Issue raises a number of ethical problems for us: are we entitled to edit letters, and If so, 
to what extent? We would obviously be reluctant to print letters which are deliberately racist or 
sexist, but we do not censor letters which are critical of the newspaper or Its policies. Nor, we feel, 
should we have to censor those which are critical of other organisations or Individuals. 

So what should we do with letters which are simply rude? 
We would welcome any comments or suggestions from students. 

Disciplinary action? 
At the end of last year we wrote an editorial about the "trial" of three students who faced disciplinary 
action for allegedly disrupting a meeting. When the edition came out the Rhodeo editors were 
summonsed to the office of Van Der Merwe and were warned of pending disciplinary action as a 
result of the editorial. 

Obviously the administration's definition ofthe university as a boxing ring of Ideas has severe 
limitations. 

Overcrowding 
The first weeks of term have been more eventful than many of us may have expecte{l. New students 
are faced with lectures that can't be found, notes that don't make sense and timetables that clash. 

A number of students found themselves housed In local Grahamstown hotels as a result of 
overcrowding In the reses. Overcrowding which mysteriously affected mainly black students. 
Meanwhile many students returned to find that they could not continue with their education because 
their marl;<s were not high enough or there were not sufficient bursaries to finance them. Similar 
situations ,at universities around the country led the South African National Students Con­
gress(SANSCO) to call for two days of national protest. Students responded at Rhodes by staying 
away from lectures and attending an alternative education programme held In the Great Hall. 

De Klerk 
Although De Klerk has made significant changes to government legislation, apartheid remains 
Intact. People are still classified according to race through the Population Registralon Act. The 
Group Areas act remains, people can still be detained without trial, forced removals and repression 
in the bantustans continue. 

What Is becomlnlng Increasingly clear Is that the legacy of apartheid will not be easily eradicated. 
Years of unequal allocation of resources has meant that the basic infrastructure of housing, 
education etc. which any society needs to operate, are severely lacking. These Issues are urgent. 
We cannot face the future with the decay and bankruptcy of the present system still completly Intact. 
We need to start transforming the legacy of apartheid Into the building blocks of the future. 

Creditorial 
Jackie Murray 

Vanessa Barolsky 
Nicola Coningsby 
Lee-Anne Alfreds 
Janet Howse 

Adrian Poulsen 

Melanie Moir 
Fiona Cassels 
William Heuva 
Susu Motshutshu 

Grant Manley 
SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Simon don't-tell-me-l­
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Chris Letcher 
Ibrahim Seedat 
Thamsanqa Mchunu 
Bronwen Roberts 
Kevin Smith 
LLewelyn Roderick 
Nicole Heideman 
Pindile Djani 
Raphael da Silva 
Leonie Brooks 

Flint Sperber, the bum 
Christian Pacella 
Tamara Rabinowitz 
Gillian Ezra 

Charm 
Jan and Angela for their 
help and patience 
Nina and Steyn for the 
food Easha 

Stephanie 
Robyn 
Kathy 
Machi 
Megan Duff 

UB40 for the music 
Kaif for breaks and 
the Union for relief 
AFRAPIX 

How I became RHODEO- active 
COMING INTO the Rhodeo office for the 
first time, I was confronted by an obstinate 
cloud of acrid cigarette smoke, hovering 
over a roomful of new faces. I immediately 
realized why no self respecting security po­
liceman is without a gas mask when raiding 
a progressive students organisation! 

Within minutes of the meeting starting, 
us rookie reporters were confronted with 
Rhodeo's core principles - non-racialism, 
non-sexism and democracy. Democracy 
means that there is a· core group of experi­
enced students who together ensure the 
smooth running of the paper. 

At each meeting a different member 
gcts the chance to chair the meeting. We 
bcgan by discussing what stories should be 
included in this edition of Rhodeo. · 

The level of political awareness is con­
sistt:ntly high. It must be one of the few 

student organisations, besides the solely 
political organisations where the average 
member knows their (NB not his - I'm 
learning fast here!) PAC from their BCM; 
A WB from BBF and FFF from IDASA. 

Right now, we are all steeling ourselves 
for the final assult in the struggle to liberate 
the hodge-podge of articles into a fully 
fledged newspaper. The whole frustrating 
business takes from Friday evening to 
Monday morning (before sun-up.) I am 
promised a nightmare of skewly pasted 
copy, spilt ink, pictures that will not repro­
duce, deadlines that become due befo.re 
they are issued and computer disks that 
jealously refuse to communicate the in­
tended contents of the whole back page. 
Well at that rate it seems as if I too will be 
·taking the occasional cigarette in my nail­
bitten fingers. 

Dear Rhodeo 
I am writing to you because I am aRhodeo 
member and no one else writes to us,so I 
thought I'd write you a letter to complain 
about this lack of student opinion and be­
cause why on earth should I be writing to 
myself. I mean what is the world coming 
to? Its just unblievable Ja, well all you ous 
out there better write or I'll write an even 
longer and more stupid letter next time. 

Disillusioned Rhodeo 

Dear Rhodeo 
This is another Rhodeo member trying to 
stir up some interest among students 
.Look I've always wanted to raise some 
issues so now I'll air my views. First of all. 
Secondly, Sorry. Thirdly -1 must apologise 
in advance for this letter because I do not 
know actually how what it's about but I,m 
sure I'll work it out by the end of this 
sentenc. Well, umm -feminism, socialism, 
non-racialism, non-sexism and ism. Ja­
have you got any opinions on any of these 
things. I mean we sit here writing millions 
of stories with all those words and nobody 
responds. Don't tell me you agree with 
everything we say. What about that person 
who told us were writing a lot of rubbish, 
Come on. 

Rhodeo in waiting. 
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know, to actually arrive at this amazing 
realisation is for me, or for my own karma, 
so so kiff. Like to check myself in amongst 
all these students and to say to myself: you 
know bru you are you and there are lank 
mense that will try to you know, like in­
fluence you by making you part of their jorl 
like but you just be yourself bru and skei 
for those rads. Jees man like someone 
offered me an Ohlssons beer the other 
night at some rave me and my new chinas 
were just checking out. Can you believe 
that bru ? Ohlssons .... new generation and 
all that kuk that the SABC shoves down 
our throats. Anyway I tuned this number 
that I dont fall for biased cons like that, I 
mean, why not suip on something that you 
as an individual can dig in your own right, 
like Black Label or something. Whew, I 
just cant handle that sheep mentality man. 
I'm sure it comes from doing aerobics or 
something. 

Exhausted Rhodeo member. 

Dear Rhodeo 
I think your publications is just great! All 
those very interesting articles and stun­
ning pictures and everything. 
I especially like the clever way you avoid 
looking anything like the commercial 
press, by occasionally putting things skew 
and deliberately spelling words wrong etc. 
Wow, where would we be without such a 

. vibrant student press? · 
Keep up the good work! 

Regards 
Ardent admirer 

PS: I thought it best not to mention that I 
work on the newspaper, as readers might 
think I was biased (Don't print this.) 

Dear Ardent admirer 
Thank-you for your kind words. With 
people like you supporting us we cant go 
wronk. 

Theeds 

PS: Don't print what? 

DESPARATELY needed- 1 typewriter. 
Contact Zola at 29293. 

ZIM bound for April vac. Contact Bruce 
at 22245 Goldfields. 

ONE popcorn maker before I die (ie. soon) 
Contact Janet at Phelps 23539/22305. 

GIVE the gift of love. Blood donor clinic 
in Great Hall, March 14.10:30-7:30. 

CUPBOARD needed. Phone Nicola 23166. 

YOGA. Every Monday in the R.A Room, 
Union Building at 1:10pm. 



RHODEO Interviewed the Rhodes 
VIce-Chancellor, Dr Henderson, to 

find out what the administration 
feels about the current crisis In 

education and what part, If any, the 
university should play In alleviating 

that crisis. Most of the answers 
were prepared ones, given to 

questions which we had ha.d to 
present 24 hours before the 

Interview. However we did manage 
to gain some valuable Insights Into 
what Dr. Henderson really thinks ... 

RHODEO: Do you see the education 
crisis In SA as affecting the univer­
sity? 

Dr Henderson: [reading from 
script] I want to take issue with the 
word 'crisis'. There is a lot of jar­
gon in your question. To me crisis 
·means " all hands to pump before 
the ship sinks". There are deep­
seated and intractable problems 
but they have existed for years and 
will take years to mend. Why is 
there a 'crisis' now? 

Obviously these problems will 
affect the university. We have al­
ready done a great deal but there 
are certain things we won't do. 
The university serves the univer­
sity best by being a university and 
not a community college. We are 
running projects - the Molteno 
project and the Institute for Social 
and Economic Research. We are 
concerned with upgrading tea-

. chers in black schools. One can 
always say more could be done. 
But these things take a long time 
- up to ten years - before they 
have an impact. 
What about changes that would have 
an Immediate effect, such as restruc­
turing currlculae to take Into account 
the fact that students come from very 
different education backgrounds? 

Well, we've often advised students 
to do~their courses over four years. 
They complain about gutter edu­
cation but then they reject spend­
ing more time on their courses. 
That reluctance Is probably related to 
the fact people find It difficult to raise 
the money to stay at university an 
extra year. 

COVER STORY 

Crisis? 
What 
crisis? 

RHODEO interviewed 
the Vice-Chancellor, 

Dr Derek Henderson, 

and asked him what ---
he thought of the 
current state of 

education 

· Well tpen, what do you expect us 
to do? 
One of the concrete suggestions con­
tained In the demands which we 
presented to the administration was 
the setting up of commissions to 
monitor teaching methods In the 
university and look at ways of restruc­
turing courses to try and address the 
differences In education back­
grounds of students. 

. What is going to emerge from a 
commission that we're not doing 
already? Can you show me any­
where in the world where your 
ideas have worked? Ideals have to 
be translated into practice. We 
have to be practical. How many 
lecturers would stay if they were 
expected to become remedial tea­
chers for people who've had a 
lousy high-school education? 

· A ·practical suggestion would be to 
have student and community repre­
sentatives on Council and Senate 
which are the highest decision-mak­
Ing bodies In the university. 

We can't start inviting all kinds of 
people to sit on Council. Who can 
sit on the Council is carefully spe­
cified by an act of government. We 
can't wish this away. Anyway 
people sitting on the Council must 
have academic expertise. 
Would you see the education crisis as 
a political problem? 

Of course it is but it is also a lot 
more. In all the independent 
countries around us, the educa­
tion problem is far from being 
solved. There is an economic 
dimension. It is a question of find­
ing resources. If we wanted to 
bring all education up to the 
standard of white education it 
woUld take up half of the budget. 
There are practical and time fac­
tor problems. If there bad never 
been apartheid there still 
wouldn ' t have been enough 
money to provide good education 
for everyone. 

Our main aim is to maintain our 

existence as a small university of 
quality. I see here in this pamphlet 
[A Projects comittee pamphlet 
around the education crisis] there 
is a contemptuous reference to 
'bush' colleges. Well, if we change 
too fast and too hastily we could 
turn into a bush campus. If we only 
focused on disadvantaged stu­
dents we would become a bush 
campus . 

· Campuses are defined as 'bush' cam­
puses because of the role they play 
In malntalnlngsegregated.,ducatlon, 
the low level ot education and fa­
cilities offered and the Intense re­
pression that students suffer. 

What, are the students hand­
cuffed for the night? 
No, people are killed and beaten on 
these campuses. Numerous Inci­
dents have been documented. 

Really, I would be interested to 
see that information. 
How would you respond to the recent 
changes such as the unbannlng of 

• 
the ANC etc, and how will they Impact 
on the university? 

These changes are positive. We 
welcome them. Obviously they 
will have an impact. The Univer­
sity of Rhodesia became the 
University of Zimbabwe. They 
survived and adapted. But we 
don't take sides. The university is 
a boxing ring of ideas. In the ref­
erenda around affiliation to N usas 
we never made any statement 
either way. 
Could you comment on your admis­
sions policy .In light of the fact that It 
has been asserted that Judging 
people purely In terms of marks In a 
so'clety like SA, where people come 
from vastly different education back­
grounds, Is Inadequate. 

We want good students, whatever 
their origin. Matric marks are bet-
ter than nothing. ' · 
Other admlns. have Introductory 
tests to assess the admissibility of 
students. 

That is simp1y not practical here. 
Students come from all over. Are 
we supposed to run tests in J ohan­
nesburg, Cape Town, Durban, 
Bulawayo and Harare? You've 
got to balance fairness on the one 
side with doing things that work. 
My expectations are very modest. 
I would be happy with an in­
cremental rise in black pass rates 
each year. 
Could you respond to the demands 
that were presented to the adminis­
tration? 

I don't want to comment till I've 
really studied them. There are es­
tablished channels for addressing 
issues. Why don't students use 
these channels? In the long run 
this is more effective. I would also 
like to take issue with the word 
'demand'. In today's climate of 
negotiation we need to bury the 
confrontational word of 'de­
mand'. What do you think my gut 
reaction would be when I'm 
presented with 'demands' - Go 
to hell! What about using the word 
'request'? 

The Verwoerdian dream lives on 
The division of education on the 
basis of race and vastly unequal 
allocation of resources to differ­
ent racial groups has been an inte­
gral part of the system of 
apartheid for over 40 years. 
Hendrik Verwoed outlined the . 
government's position in an infa­
mous speech in 1954: "There is no 
place for a black man in the Euro­
pean coriununity above the level 
of certain forms of labour. For 
that reason, it is to no avail for him 
to receive a training which has its 
rum, absorption into the Euro­
pean community where he cannot 
be absorbed." 

Black people were to be pre­
pared for their role as menial la­
bourers through a deeply inferior 
education while white children 
would learn that they were "inher- . 
ently" superior and entitled to 
take up privileged positions with­
in society. 

Although the days of Ver­
woedian apartheid are past, 
apartheid education remains. 
The legacy of the past 40 years, 
marked by a continual cycle of re­
sistance and repression, has left 
education in the black community 
literally in 'crisis'. This is not a 
meaningless slogan but is re­
flected in the conditions that stu::c­
dents face everyday at school. 

Here in Grahamstowit the re-

The term 'education crisis' has been mentioned frequently on 
campus over the past few weeks. In an interview (see above) 
Dr Henderson asked RHOD.EO what was meant by 'crisis.' 
"To me crisis means all hands to the pump before the ship 

sinks," he said. He acknowledged that there were 
"deep-seated and intractable problems that will take years to 
mend," but asked "why is there a crisis now." 

ality of this crisis is evidenced by 
conditions in local schools: 

At present there are over a 
thousand standard six and stand­
ard nine pupils who do not have a 
single textbook or item of station­
ary. Matric classes . at Nathaniel 
Nyaluza High School have one 
book for every 10 students. Up to 
75 students are packed into one 
class. At break students are 
afraid to leave their desks in case 
they lose their places to other stu­
dents. Basic items such as furni­
ture are also severely lacking. 

At CM Vellem Lower Primary 
there are two Sub A classes which 
have no chairs. 144 children have 
to sit on a cement floor 
throughout the school day. 

Even the buildings are in com­
plete disrepair. At Archie Mbo­
lekwa High School none of the 
classrooms or office have been 
completed since they were built 
more thab 20 years ago. They still 
have no ceilings, and the floors are 
cement. The classrooms are . ex-. 

tremely hot in summer and freez­
ing cold in wihter. There are no 
flushing toilets. Pupils have have 
to use the 'bucket system'. During 
the uprisings of 1985/86 the school 
was damaged, and for three years 
afterwards it remained without 
any doors or window panes and 
few window frames. 

The majority of schools do not 
· have electricity. 

A vast number of students have 
. been excluded from schools in 
Grahamstown. These include stu­
dents returning after periods of 
detention or involvement in boy­
cotts, those who have been ex­
cluded from schools in the Ciskei 
because they are not classified as 
Ciskeians, and others who have 
fled from violence in Uitenhage. 

The situation reached boiling 
point at the beginning of this year 
when the influx of new students 
caused a massive overcrowding 
problem and extensive shortages 
of basic materials such as tex­
tbooks and stationary. 
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This influx was, to some extent, 
· anticipated by the DET who built 
36 new classrooms. Higher pri­
mary schools were extended to ac­
comodate standard sixes. 
However this has meant that tea­
chers qualified only to teach up to 
standard flve have been forced to 
ta:ke standard six classes. The 
standard sixes have no books or 
stationary and lack all facilities. 
In real terms these students are 
still on the waiting list for educa­
tion. 

A similar situation exists among 
standard nine students at Ntsika. 
These student's nominal enrole­
ment in school disguises the fact 
that in real terms, including the 
300 pupils still on waiting lists for 
schools, there are 1 700 people 
still awaiting education. · 

The overcrowdmg of schools 
has given rise to excessive wor­
kloads on teachers who often have 
to take up to 50 periods a week. A 
number of principals have taken 
on teaching periods in order to 
help alleviate the problem. This 
means that the overall running of 
schools suffers. On the other 
hand the overload of teaching 
periods means that lessons are 
more likely to be ill-prepared and 
the teachers simply too tired to 
teach adequately. 

The Grahamstowti community 

responded to this crisis by estab­
lishing a delegation representing 
parents, teachers and students. A 
local branch of the National Edu­
cation Crisis Committee (NECC) 
has subsequently been formed to 
continue to pressurise the DET 
for improvements. 

The delegation held two meet­
ings in January with the DET as­
sistant director in Grahamstown. 
These meetings failed to produce 
any results so a regional meeting 
was arranged and on January 29 a 
list of demands were presented to 
theDET. 

These included: 
* a new secondary school by the 

beginning of 1991, of similar size 
to Nombulelo High 

* the Nathaniel Nyaluza exten­
sion to be completed by 1991 

* extension and · repairs to the 
other schools as required to up­
grade them to a functional level 
for education 

* as an interim measure, prefab­
ricated buildings to accomodate 
those in need of schooling, in 
classes limited in size to 35 stu~ 
dents at secondary level and 40 at 
primary level. 

At the time of writing the DET 
had not responded to the com~ 
munity's demands nor provided 
students with a single item of sta~ 
tionary. 
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~MS~~!!~~~~~~o-b~~!amsc~Z .. ~ Bright Blue - a 
ciali~t . band. The band _consists of seven who dreamed of a world where there ~ ~ e 
mUSICI~ns who play ra.gmg but thought would ~e no capitalist exploitation. We 0 rce 0 r unIty 
provoking music that IS not often en- share his dream ... 
countered in Grahamstown. Chris: ... and put it to a beat! . 

RHODEO_ spoke t~ two of the band's RHODEO: Have you experienced 
members; Chns and Mike. . problems playing in a small town like 

RHODEO: What type of mus1c do Grahamstown? 
you play? . . Chris: For any band to survive you 
.. Chns: We play a miXture of township need to make quite a lot of money to buy 
JIVe, b_lues and rock. . . . equipment and to hire venues etc. In 
. Mike: A~out. half of our mus1c 1s ong- Grahamstown, where there is not really 
mal but playmg I? hotel bars means we any demand for original music, we have 
have to play music that P.eople know. to mix our original music with cover ver-

RHODEO: Have you felt the political sions ... 
situation has had an effect on your music? Mike: Importance of accessibility 

Mike: When we write we attempt to Sorry! · 
put feeling into our music in a meaningful RHODEO: Do you have a fan club? 
way. What is meaningful for us often in- Mike: We have a group of loyal sup-
eludes our struggle to overcome inequal- porters. 
ities in our society. Chris: About 4Q.of them ... 

Chris: For example our song called Mike: Thank you, Chris. They offer a 
"Raglan" is about the road which was free laundry service - members of the 
built to bypass Fingo and J oza townships audience can throw articles of clothing at 
in Grahamstown. It tried to block out the the band... . . 
~xtremeyo~erty of t~s area by pretend- Chris: (Only during performances!) 
mg that It d1d not eXIst. Mike: Yes ... and at the following per-

RH<?DEO: Where does the name formance the laundry is returned washed 
Gramsci Beat come from? and ironed! 

The way I 
see it ... 

Raphael da Silva is a Canadian 
student in the one year Higher 
Diploma Journalism program at 
Rhodes. 

In a series of opinion pieces, this year, he plans to address issues which 
affect both Canada and South Africa, so that, in some way, we can both 
learn from each other. Thi~ is the mst article. 

. Why South Africa? This question 
which inevitably pops up in any conversa­
tion I have with, South Aficans has led me 
to conclude that: South Africans suffer 
from an identity crisis! This condition 
manifests itself everytime I am asked why 
of all countries in the world, I chose to 
come to South Africa. 

You might ask what gives me the right 
to make such a blatant and condemning 
statement. Quite simply, as a Canadian, I 
think we share a kindred spirit. Cana­
dians too are accused of not having an 
identity. After all, our detractors say: 
"How would you describe a Canadian?." 
For that matter, how do you describe 
what a typical South African is like? 

Drawing an analogy between these 
two countries can be supported. Both 
countries are populated with a wide var­
iety of ethnic groups. Both suffer from 
the inadequacies and hostilities of having 
two official languages, and these don't 
even take into accout the languages 
spoken in South Africa by the majority of 
the population, and by Canadian native 
peoples and vast influxes of immigrants. 
Our economies are to a high degree re­
souce-based. We share common his­
tories; one of conflict and conquest... by 
the British. 

The similarities can go on but only up 
to a point. Canadians radically depart 
from their South African couterparts 
when we begin to talk about the whole 
issue of race relations and human dignity. 

You will notice that I didn't use the 
word "apartheid" as my point of depar­
tun: in m'y comparison of the countries. 
It is without a doubt the crux of all the 

. problems affecting South African today. 
But what I want to do is move beyond 
this problem and look at ourselves.-

Apartheid cannot justify our own feel­
ings towards each other. Legalized 
racism should not be the crutch we stand 
on to legitimize our feelings towards each 

·other. 
We come to university to increase our 

awareness of the world and to prepare 
ourselves for future careers. Part of this 
developing process must involve the real­
ization of the social inadequacies around 
us. But it must also include an examin­
ation of our own personal prejudices. · 

Simply put, if apartheid ceased to be a 
part of the law books, would it still exist 
in your heart? 

Before you indignantly accuse me of 
righteous snobbery, let me add that Cana­
dians aren't umblemished. Recently, 
racism reared its ugly head in western Ca· 
nada in the form of a lapel pin of a white 
man surrounded by a black, an oriental 
and an asian. The caption under the pic­
ture said, "Who's the minority now?" 

Unfortunately there was nothing the 
Canadian government could to to ban the 
pin since it did not overtly promote 
hatred. 

· Acceptance, harmony and trust are 
fundamental to the development of a 
country's identity. South Africa's identity 
crisis is characterised by the absence of 
those values. 

A country's identity is formed when 
all people in that country are equally part 
of it and feel that they can contribute to 
its growth. Without this process, no 
country can honestly admit to having a 
true identity. 

Canada, I believe, is off the starting 
block and running towards the finish line. 
Some South Africans, on the other hand, 
haven't heard the starter's gun and are 
still waiting for the race to begin. 

LIVING IN Africa, more specifically in 
Grahamstown in South Africa, at the mo­
ment is very exciting.There have been 
political changes in South Africa fast ap­
proaching the post-apartheid society we 
have been talking about for so long. 

RHODEO discussed with the band 
Bright Blue how these changes are affect­
ing music in South Africa; after they had 
given a concert at the Monument Theatre 

"As the political climate becomes 
more open, so music too is starting to 
humm with excitement," Bright Blue's 
bassist, Ian Cohen, told RHODEO last 
week. 

"Musicians are much freer now to say 
what they've often been banned from 
saying before," he added. 

Guitarist, Tom Fox, said the govern­
ment has for years used music (and cul­
ture more broadly) as a means to keep 
people separated, for example Radio and 
Television are divided into "eth-
. nic" groups and we rarely hear what 
other groups listen to or fmd interesting. 

Tom says that he was influenced as a 
musician by straying off the Radio 5 wave­
band and exposing himself to what is sup­
posed to be "black" music. 

Bright Blue see their own music as an 
amalgamation of a whole number of dif­
ferent musics and influences. 

They have been quite succesful in get­
ting their music played on Radio 5 which, 
when it does play local music, tends to 

DIRECI'OR: Oliver Stone 

play mostly American influenced white 
pop. Bright Blue's revolutionary "Weep­
ing" and the song for imprisoned con­
scientious objector David Bruce, "Rising 
Tide", have both received considerable 
air-play. 

The band has the potential to become 
a force for unity in.South Africa. To chal­
lenge the divisions apartheid has caused. 

But, the audience at Bright Blue's con­
cert in Grahamstown last week was far 
from a non-racial one. In a number of 
ways, the concert was inaccesible to a lot 
of people; tickets were expensive and the 
venue - the 1820 Settlers' Monument has · 
traditionally hosted events with exclusive7 

ly European oriention. 
However Bright Blue's hearts do 

seem to be in the right place. · 
The Eastern Cape is quite far off the 
beaten track and hiring and transporting 
equipment is expensive. The concert was 
organised by a concert promotion organi­
sation and the band does not appear to 
have inuch control over the venues they 
play at or the price of the tickets. 

Although they played for only an 
hour, the concert was good. The band 
gets tighter and tighter each time they 
come to Grahamstown and their new 
songs and new arrangements of old songs 
were fantastic. 

Perhaps next time we see them, the · 
tickets will be cheaper, the show longer 
and we won't be in the Monument. 

STARS: Tom Cruise (Ron Kovik); Willem Dafoe (Charlie) 
MUSIC: John Williams 
DATE OF RELEASE: 2nd March 
When Ron Kovic went to fight in Vie~ his fellow Americans were waving flags; when 
he returned, paralysed from the mid-chest down, they were burning the flags. He still 
loved his country, but his country no longer loved him. 
Tom Cruise (Rain Man) stars as Ron Kovic - born on July 4th 1946 in a working class 
American family. He joined the Marines just out of high school and served two tours 
in Vietnam. His second tour was cut short during a fire fight, near a demilitalized zone 
wl;len his spine was shattered by North Vietnamese bullets. · ' 
BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY gets to the heart of Vietnam veterans' issues -
to what the veterans came back to after the war. The film gives a realistic portrayal '0f 
the VA Hospital where Kovic was taken and became another "forgotten wounded". Ron 
Kovic becomes a man who must find the courage to create a new life when his world 
is shattered beyond repair. 
At the recent Golden Globe Awards, BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY won Best 
Film award and Oliver Stone won Best Dirctor award. The film was also nominated for 
best original soundtrack. 
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Arts Festival given the go-ahead 
GRAHAMSTOWN'S NATIONAL Fes­
tival of the Arts has been given condi­
tional approval by cultural, commUnity 
and sports organisations in Grahamstown. 

The decision was taken at a meeting 
in J oza township last month by over 1000 
representatives of local groups, who 
thought that a boycott strategy was inap­
propriate but that talks with the Festival 
organisers must still continue. 

The meeting was convened by the 
Grahamstown Cultural Workers' Com­
mittee which was formed to discuss, and 
come up with a position on the Festival. 

This position follows two years of boy­
cott threats by progressive organisations 
and confusion about what the national po­
sition was. 

"Consulatation with community or­
ganisations in Grahamstown over the 
past few years has been difficult," said 
Cultural Committee member Siyabulela 
Manana, "because the State of Emer­
gency crushed so many organisations." 

lems with the Festival and drawing it 
closer to the community." 
. Some of these problems were the Fes­

tivals Eurocentricity, its inacessibility to 
the local community and its costs, as weli 
as the issue of free tickets and of not im­
parting skills to local artists on a year­
round basis. 

At last year's Festival, the organisers 
ditributed R17 000 worth of free tickets 
through the community. Workshops 
were also run during the 10-day event. 

But these strategies were only partly 
succesful. Delegates to last month's 
meeting said they agreed with the con­
cept of free tickets but wanted the tickets 
to be administered by the Cultural Com­
mittee. 

The Arts workshops were also wei- · 
corned but delegates wanted them to con­
tinue all year round and not just during 
the Festival. 

The Cultural Workers' Committee 
has also been mandated to promote "pro­
gressive culture". The committee· has begun consult­

ation with other groups both nationally 
and locally and plans to organise itself 
into a cultural workers congress. 

"Our participation in the Festival is 
based on some goals", said another Cultu­
ral Committee member. "These include 
ironing out some of the peoples' prob-

"Progressive culture", says Siyabulela 
"is a dynamic concept. South Africa is a 
society in transit - we are struggling for a 
unitary, non-sexist, non-racial and demo­
cratic South Africa and so, we need to de­
velop culture that reflects this struggle 
and draws people together as well." 

The Buck stops here 
RENOWNED SOUTH African freel­
ance actor, director and ex-Rhodian An­
drew Buckland will be returning to the 
Drama Department this year. 

RHODEO spoke to the head of the 
department, Professor Sidney James, to 
fmd out about the planned visit. 

Buckland, probably best known 
among students as the mime artist for AI- · 
lied Building Society advertisment Pro­
fessor James said, " is one of South 

_ Africas biggest stars". His one-man­
show, 'The Ugly Noonoo'; was a great 
success at the Grahamstown Festival last 
year and was also performed at the Edin­
burgh Festival. 

Buckland plans to do an extended ver­
sion of 'The Ugly Noonoo' in which stu­
dents may act. 

"This opportunity to work with profes­
sional actors is most important," said Prof 
James, "in order for students tolearn 

from them and set up contacts in the pro­
fessional drama world. The problem 
with Rhodes is geographical, although 
our Department has as high a success 
rate as Wits and UCT, we have little ex­
posure to professional contacts." 

James said to deal with problem the 
Department has arranged for profes­
sional dramatists to work on productions 
and deliver lecture courses. Last year 
Ken Leach and Tossie van Tonder, a psy­
cho-dance therapist, visite.d the Drama 

· Department. At the moment American -
Professor Peggy Harper, a leading expert 

· on African dance, is in the department. 
Andrew Buckland will be teaching 

· mime to Drama Honours and Masters 
students and will be lecturing in the de­
partment for three or four weeks in Sep­
tember. Buckland, who completed his 
Honours and Masters degrees here will 
also be delivering a few public lect1.11es. 

GROCOTT'S 
The Serenades playing at the band festival 

organised by the Grahamstown Initiative. 

Grahamstown Blues 
THIS IS Grahamstown, well known for 
being the host city to the National Festi­
val of the Arts. 

Thousands of culture lovers ranging 
from school children to professional mu­
sicians, painters and actors fill the the 
city annually. Well known personalities 
like Basil "Mannenburg" Coetzee and 
Andrew Buckland can be spotted at Gra­
hamstown "hot" spots when for a brief 10 
days, Grahamstown is the cultural centre 
of South Africa. 

Many new student&,expected Graham-. · 
stown to maintain its hub-bub of cultural 
activities throughout the year. This lack 
of "live art" is, however, very noticable. 

There are few cultural venues in Gra­
hamstown. The Rhodes Theatre, for 
example, caters for student drama 
groups, but there are no fixed venues in 

town where groups from the resL vf the 
community can perform. 

Local bands also have difficulty fmd­
ing places to practise and perform. 

This dirth of cultural activities can not 
solely be attributed to a lack of audience 
support. When the Capab ballet per­
formed in Grahamstown last month, the 
evening performance had a waiting-list of 
people hoping for cancellations at the 
booking office. However there was poor 
attendance when nationally acclaimed 
bands, Sakhilc and Bayete performed in 
town last year. 

Clearly we cannot expect the quantity 
of performances at the festival to con­
tinue throughout the year, but it is rather 
sad that our community does not have 
more venues where local cultural groups 
can perform. 
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John Donald: Vuyo and I at­
tended the Committee of U niver­
sity Principals (CUP) meeting 
with Satisco in Johannesburg last 
month. It was significant in that 
the Sports Officers of the various 
campuses made a committment at 
the meeting to work with Satisco. 

·Whereas some sports administra­
tors previously did not under­
stand non-racial sport, they 
learned alot at the meeting. In 
general there is an acceptance of 
non-racial sport at a tertiary level. 
The National Sports Congress 
(NSC) has played an important 
role in this process . 

Vuyo Poswa: Previously the 
South African Council on Sport's 
(SACOS's) Double Standards 
Resolution prevented non-racial 
sports persons from engaging with 
their counterparts playing multi­
racial sport both on the field and 
at the level of discussion. We 
could not even talk to each other. 

The different approach of the 
NSC enables all sportspeople to 
engage each other at the level of 
discussion no matter their dif­
,ferences with unity of sports. 
people as the , objective. This 
approach has met with success as 
rugby, road running, and soccer 
are now talking about uniting into 
single non-racial bodies. 

Lungisa Magwentshu: I want to 
add that the double standards res­
olution still applies to the NSC. 
All we are doing is engaging multi­
racial sport at the level of under­
standing. We are trying to reach 
beyond our constituency. We 
won't play with multi-racial 
bodies but we'll engage them at 
the level of discussion. 

John Donald: When I went to 

the NSC conference last year on 
behalf of road running I was told 
by the NSC that they were not 
looking for sacrificial lambs . to 
work with the converted but 
rather, they wanted people to 
work within their own groupings 
and to bring that whole body to 
the way of non-racialism. 

I see the role of the Sports Of­
ficer on campus as being com­
mitted to seeing unity in sport. 
Therefore . they should work to­
wards this end. 

John Donaid: You know a 
speaker at last years NSC con­
ference remarked that the theme 
of the conference which was 
"unity in sport" should have been 
"unity through sport" - I firmly 
believe that sport is a vehicle to 
forge unity in South Africa. 

Vuyo Poswa: The sports mora­
torium on contact with South Af­
rica must still be eJl[orced as long 
as there are separate bodies orga­
nising sport. It is only when a team 
can be said to truly represent 
South Africa that we can think of 
playing international sport. It 
must be noted that the sports boy­
cott affects all sports bodies in­
cluding non-racial sport. 

Rod Wall~er: You mean 1t WlLl 
only be lifted once there is one 
controlling sport body? 

John Donald: The NSC states 
that each sport will be considered 
on its merits - if socc<:;r has man­
aged to unite and is run by a single 
non-racial body then there is a 
strong chance of them playing in 
the international arena. It is not a 
blanket ban. There would not 
have to be one national body con­
trolling aU sports. 

Vuyo Poswa: I'd like to say that 
the credit for the recognition of 
Satisco by the CUP shoul<r be 
given to John Donald who sigle­
handedly placed the issue of Sati-
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Unitycanbeachievedthroughsport 
sco and non-racial sport on the 
agenda of the CUP. 

John Donald: The credit is not 
only due to me; . We were fortu­
nate here to have good student 
leaders of the calibre of Mvuzo 
Mbebe, Sindisile Maclean as well 
as Vuyo and Lungisa at a time 

when things were 'boiling'. 
Rod Walker: Most of the sports 

administrators in the-country have 
actually come through the Rhodes 
learning ground and the evolve­
ment of the NSC has opened up 
whole new avenues of discussion. 

John Donald: The Johannes­
burg meeting set up a commission 
consisting of three students from 
Satisco and three sports adminis­
trators. The commission will pri­
marily consider the constitution 
and the CUP's recognition of 
Satisco. . -- --- .- ---~· .u 
mention our failures as well. We 
have done nothing to engage at a 
tertiary level towards forming 
one sports body. We have only 
engaged ourselves at a Sports 
Forum and Sports Colincillevel. 
· John Donald: I think it is some­

thing we will be able to do now 
because the suspicions from both 
sides have been put to rest. 

RHODEO: What about co­
operation between SAU and Sati­
sco? ' 

John Donald: SAU sports clubs 
operate differently to Satisco. 
Satisco is a collec,tive body as op- · 
posed to the SAU Sports Clubs 
Committee which respects the au­
tonomy of each one of its clubs. 
Each club operates at the pace of 
its provincial association and na­
tional body. But then again we 
defmitely need more interaction 
on a club/code level between SAU 
and Satisco 

Lungisa Magwentshu: Interac­
tion must also be guided and not a 
free for all. We are trying to es­
tablish another situation different 
to the present one. Talks should 
work for the realisation of unity. 

Rod Walker: It can only benefit 
non-racial sport at this "young 
stage if SAU clubs were not 
forced into a particular action. A 
lot of SAU players have heard of 
non-racial sport and they event­
ually get involved at provincial 
level and can be a force to push 
for change in those bodies. 

John Donald: There is confu­
sion in the thinking of some SAU 
sportspeople as to the true defini­
tion of non-racial sport. It is not 
an easy concept to understand as 
it ties in attitudes to life and pol­
itical ideologies. 

Vuyo.Poswa: My understanding 
of multi-racial sport is that it con-

centrates on a black and white mix · 
of players. Non-racial sport fo­
cusses on the individual's com­
mittment to destJroying apartheid 
and is the sport <1>f the future, as a 
future South AfJica would be non­
racial, democradc and non-sexi~t. 

Apartheid is destructive and 
we realise that there can never be 
truly non-racial sport whilst our 
society is bound by ·apartheid. 
But then we cannot sit back and 
wait. We must prepare people to 
participate not as white or black 
but as people. 

RHODEO: How can practical 
interaction between SAU and 
Satisco occur. 

John Donald: We must get 
together the codes and clubs and 
also use the forum of the Sports 

Council tor more debate. 
Rod Walker: I think after the 

CUP /Sa tis eo meeting it will be ea-, 
sier for SAU clubs to enter into 
discussion with Satisco and make 
greater use df the Sports Council 
Forum. · 

John Donald: There is also a 
willingness to meet on the part of 
the SAU Sport Council and the 
Satisco National Executive Com­
mittee. 

Vuyo Poswa: Talks initially may 
be informal discussion. 

Rod Walker: The new club­
house in the Student's Union 
would provide the right place for 
discussion especially since it will 
open in the evenings between 6 
and 7:30pm when people c;an chat 
after practice. 

Vuyo Poswa: Discussions at an 
executive level doesn't really help 
much. It must occur at a grass­
roots level. between the actual 
sports people. 

Lungisa: We have no illusions. 
It will not be a quick process. The 
mentality that separates sport and 
politics still predominates. We 
must discuss and show how sport 
is affected daily by aparthe,id. ' • 

RHODEO: What are the chan­
ces of joint co-operation at inter­
res level. 

Rod Walker: SAU sports clubs 
organise inter-res activities. 

John Donald: We understand 
the problems that exist with re­
gard to joint activities. The issue 
of playing with Satisco after hav­
ing. played the SAP or SADF the 
day before still needs to be ad-

dressed. But with what is happen­
ing nationally, perhaps we can 
overcome this. 

Vuyo Poswa: At the moment we 
do not participate in inter-res 
sport but this doesn't mean that 
we cannot engage in discussion at 
that level. It is very important es­
pecially with what is happening in 
sports like rugby, soccer and road 
running. Discussion must occur 
amongst players. If there is to be 
unity then it must be unity on the 
ground. . 

Rod Walker: The NSC initiative 
has not affected SAU clubs as 
such although some individuals 
may have understood their ap­
proach. 

John Domild: Because of the 
lack of grassroots contact there 
has been no exposure and most 
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people are not even aware of the 
change in thinking of the NSC. 

Rod Walker: SAU clubs work at 
the pace of their provincial and 
national bodies, in some instances 
it may be rapid and in others it is 
quite slow. 

John Donald: Satisco admits to 
being a young body. It needs to 
consolidate its structures. One 
problem that SAU clubs have is 
that they are traditionally highly 
competitive and are wary of losing 
that tradition. As Satisco devel­
ops in a few years there wouldn't 
be that difference. We have to 
prepare people for that time.· 

Limgisa : The issue of playing 
sport cannot be removed from the 
context of apartheid. 

John Donald: As we begin to 
remove the barriers the possi­
bilities for playing together 
become greater. 

Vuyo Poswa: The shortcomings 
of Satisco must be explained by 
referring to apartheid. Games like 
tennis and hockey are almost non­
existent in the townships. It was by 
accident that I found myself 
playing tennis and not through any 
form of coaching. Sport is a lux­
ury for black people, it is insignifi­
cant when compared to the 
suffering people endure due to a 
lack of money and food. Sport is 
not taught at school- there are no 
sportsmasters. The parents also 
have to play an important role in 
teaching and encouraging the kids 
to play sport. But in most cases 
the mother and father leave home 

at 6am and return at 6pm and it is 
simply impossible to spend time 
teaching sport to the children. 

This situation extends across 
the whole of South Africa. Joza 
township right here in Graham­
stown has only one soccer field for 
over 20 clubs. I agree that SAU is 
very advanced in terms of sport 
because of their head start and 
that a lot can be learned from 
them. 

Rod Walker: SAU has a lot to 
contribute 

John Donald: The Sports Coun­
cil is a forum where we have learnt 
a lot from each other. It is a two­
way process and new ideas 

. emerge. 
Vuyo Poswa: When Satisco was 

fighting for recognition at Rhodes 
I felt that we were not moving at 
all in the constitution committee 

set up to design the present Sports . 
Council constitution. It really 
needed alot of co-operation and 
goodwill. 

John Donald: A lot of what is 
decided at national level between 
Multi-racial sport and the NSC 
will filter down very rapidly. We 
are already locked into a fast mov­
ing process. The Confederation 
of Sport, the mainly white bod,y 
has sought out the NSC, so have 
cricket, rugby, road running, soc­
cer and hockey. I hope that egos 
do not hamper the process of 
change. 

Lungisa: At the end of the day 
our sport is guided by the kind of 
government that exists. The res­
olution of the sport impasse is also 
tied to the resolution of the na-

. tiona! political question. . 
John l>onald: I hope the dis­

mantling of apartheid is the only 
prerequisite to playing non-racial 
sport and that there would be a 
place for different political ideo­
logies within the sports move­
ment. 

RHODEO: What about your 
vision of the future? . 

Rod Walker: We can start to~ 
interact better at Rhodes and the 
exposure to new ideas people ?b­
tain here will hopefully be earned 
through to their provincial and 
national bodies. 

Vuyo Poswa: To allay both 
black and white fears we must 
work together to destroy apart­
heid. To reach that destination 
we must hold hands and cross 
together to a new South Africa. 
Sport is one area where we can 
unite people. 

John Donald: We are privi­
leged in that we have the oppor­
tunity to get together - this is 
denied to so many others. We · 
have to take up the ideas and show 
people thatthings can work. 

Vuyo Poswa: The Rhodes en­
vironment has helped alot to pro­
mote understanding. Now there 
needs to be serious discussions 
between SA U and Satisco on the 
future of sport in. South Africa. 
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•~.r-u-.~'-.L.JvERIE was the name 
the game on Saturday 15 Fe­

when Rhodes students and 
Grahamstown community 

took to the streets in a different 
kind of demonstration. 

. The Nelson Mandela Fun Run, 
an initiative of SA TIS CO and 
NUSAS was 

SATISCO Soccer 

Stalers are 
too Fresh 
to Flop 
THE ST ALERS beat the Fre­
shers 10-2 on Saturday afternoon 
in a game dampened by steady 
drizzle. 

This score may suggest that the 
Freshers were never really serious 
participants in the match but they 
put up a brave fight against many 
odds. 
They held their own for the first 

fifteen minutes until Bazooka 
from the Stalers scored the first of 
his four goals. After the first goal 
by the Stalers, the Freshers came 
back to a penalty which was 
taken by Ndikho Fani. 

After this the Freshers seemed 
to recover their spirit but this 
waned when Nkosinathi Njum­
·buxa scored the second goal for 
the Stalers. 

Goals galore 
After this the Stalers scored so 

many goals it was difficult to keep 
count. Perhaps part of the prob­
lem was that the Freshers tended 
to play individulistically rather 
than playing as a team. They also 
did not know each other very well 
although they had practised 
together for two days. 

The Freshers manager, Muzi 
Khuzwayo, said after the match 
that his players were in a disad-

. vantaged position from the begin­
ning because they were 
"ill-equipped in: terms ·of boots 
and the pitch wa~ wet. Obviously 
the Stalers are more used to the 
pitch than many of my players 
who also still need time to accli-=­
matise." 

undertaken in order to promote 
non-racial sport .and to celebrate 
the release of Nelson Mandela 
with the rest of South Africa. 

Blistering heat met the 300 run­
ners, who had to run Skm through 
the streets of Grahamstown. 
From young to old, with cheerful 
bantering, the participants -
some ANC and 

Most students have heard of the 
annual Oxford/Cambridge row­
ing regatta but very few know any 
more about rowing. RHODEO 
spoke to past president of 

· Rhodes' Rowing Club, Greg Ver­
maak (who has been involved in 

for the last 

RHODEO: Is rowing as demanding a· 
sport as maybe rugby for instance? 

Greg . Vermaak: Rowing is in­
tensely physical as it is a non-stop­
no-rest activity lil<e boxing or gym­
nastics and is therefore more de­
manding than rugby or squash. 

There is a misconception that 
rowing deals mostly with the arms 
and back. In fact the legs bear the 
greatest strain. Rowing is a whole 
body activityjust as the way 
swimming is. 

Precision and co-ordination are 
very important in rowing as indi­
viduals are forced to subject their 
pers·onal enthusiasm to the 
general good of the crew. 
What does the Rowing Club expect of 
Its members? 

The senior 'A• crews, both male 
and female, train six days a week. 
The new members start off at once 
a week. Most of the rowing occurs 
in the first and third terms whilst 
in the second and fourth we con­
centrate on land training and 
strength work in the gym. The 
club caters for competitive as well 
as novice rowers. 
The Rowing Club Is one of the biggest 
and strongest In South Africa, and not 

. only amongst the universities. 

Yes, recently at the Buffalo Re­
gatta in East London, which is the 
second biggest rowing competi­
tioninSouthAfrica, our men's 'A' 
crew were placed third and the 'B' 
and 'C' crew finished 2nd and 1st 
respectiveiy. The women were 
placed second. Seven of our ro­
wers attended the final trials to 
select a national club side in 
Johannesburg last week. 
Why Is It crucial for the Rowing Club 
to produce excellent results? 

is not a mainstream 

• running 
wearing non-sporting gear 
utilised the opportunity to forge 
better links between students and 
the community. 

SAU athlete Noo Scales was the 
first woman home, winning a 
SA TIS CO sweatshirt along with 
other winners, while runners-up 
received Mandela T -shirts 
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• Wa,terpolo 
Rhodes University's Super 

League team beat Port Elizabeth 
Technikon 5-4 in the fmal of a 
local tournament. 

• Cricket 
Although Rhodes' First team 

lost in the semi-finals of the FNT 
Night Cricket Series to Port Eli­
zabeth Cricket Club, they are still 
in with an outside chance of win­
ning the league. They have two 
games to play against UPE and 
Pollocks, UPE's second team. 
Each matche will be played over 
two days in Port Elizabeth and 
they are expected to decide the 
winners of the league 

• Squash 
Grahamstown's league is about 

to start but the Easter11 Province 
league will commence in April. 

• . Tennis 
A new night league series has 

just struted and · is played every 
Tuesday, starting at 6pm. The 
Grahamstown Farmers League 
will start soon and the Port Eli­
zabeth league starts in July. 

· ~ lnd~or Hockey 
· Summer mte rvarsity wi'll be 
played. on Wednesday, March 7 
agaist UPE in Port Elizabeth. 

• Athletics 
Rhodes' AthletiCs ·team fared 

strongly in the Eastern Province 
women's championship. Heidi 
Calitz Was third in the women's 
1500m and Noo Scales was fourth. 
Tony Booth, who came up third in 
the 110m hurdles, was picked to 
represent E(lstern Province 
against Border and Natal. Kelly 
Hilton-Green finished second in 
the under 19 lOOm event in the 
Junior Championship. 

• Road-running ·. 
Rhodes' lOkm night race is on 

Wednesday, March 7. It will start 
from the City Hall 18h30. 

• Biathlon 
Noo Scales wiii be going to the 

Eastern Province Biathlon trials. 
They will be held on March 19 and 
20 in Port Eliz11heth 

Past President of 
Rowing Club talks 

ation (Saara) has failed to address 
the issue of non-racial sport. 
About 10 years ago they managed · 
to get a black school in Soweto to 
start rowing. But that was multi­
racial sport and it didn't work. It 
had no inherent support from the 
commuillty and was almost im­
posed. It was not non-racial 
sport. · 

Vermaak 
that the university is obliged to 
offer. To remain viable we have to 
do well and be more 'switched on' 
than other sports. Sports like 
rugby and soccer will always be 
offered at university but rowing 
has to constantly prove itself to 
justify its existence. 

Our upward trend started in 
1985 when we had one male and 
one female eight . person crew. 
We have grown and now offer four 

. male eights. 
Rowing has been the SAU Club of the 
year for the past three years. 

Yes, we have managed that 
through solid administration and 
reasonable performance. We 
have been able to attract new re­
cruits using this winning formula. 
rou nave been accused of being an 
elitist club. 

I would disagree. Rowers spend 
lots of time together, we travel and 
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The Rowing Club is afftliated 
to the national body (Sarra) and 
we will be bringing up the issue of 
non-racial sport at that ltw!'l 

How do you feel about the Natloi1al 
Sports Congress (NSC) and new in­
Itiatives In South African sport? · 

Personally I feel that the NSC is . 
only a good thing. I think the pol­
icy of t.\le NSC is the only way to 
get back into· international sport. 
I'm sure if rowing was asked to 
abandon rebel tours and nego­
tiate the setting up a non~racial 

. structure they would follow· the 
leadjust as road running and soc­
cer are doing. · 

·What do you think about Satlsco? 

Let me put it this way, within 10 
years most of Rhodes' stud(!nts 
will be black and rowing,- at 
Rhodes cannot be kept a pre-

train together for many hours a dominantly white sport. We h,ave 
week. So obviously we share a to make provision for the future 
certain bond. In order to build and for the bulk of students who 
spirit we tend to be self-congratu- would want to row. , 
latory sometimes. It isn't like we I accept that non.:racial sport is 
go out of our way to keep our · the way to go but there hasn't been 
social functions separate but unity much contact with Satisco, maybe 
is vital for success. This can seem · because nobody thought about i~ . 
elitist. I am also conscious about going to 
What about the Issue of non-racial Satisco with what may be seen as 
sport? a patronising attitude. 
I find it problematic that rowing Do you Intend to have any contact 
has been able to escape the issue. with Satisco? 

No black schools or tertiary in- I feel that we should meet damn 
stitutions offer rowing. There are soon. Rowing is not against 
absolutely shit sports facilities in playing non-racial sport. It is just 
the townships and for most black that Satisco, quite under­
South Africans sport has become standably, does not offer rowing 
a luxury. The only blacks who row and we would not be able to c<im-
come from a privileged, private pete. I am sure we could mc~..:t to 
school background. swop information and to establish 

Without the pressure of having a common ground and maybe 
to cater for black ro~e~s the ~out.h eyen hold workshops around ,non-
African Amateur Rowmg AssoCi- ' ' , raciahport: . < .- 1 : . ' ' . · 
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Memory of the Dark 

Chafing nylon satchel 
Mossie on the wires 
Smiling ·rift in the pavement 
Snow white Mercedes Benz 
Blue sky and midnight sirens. 
Blood. 

Charcoal hair, cheap brown shoes 
Wind whispers to the dancing leaves 
The woman is crying in her Italian shoes and 
there is blood on his face 
Red nbbons on his chin and neck my straps 
are slipping. .. 

Alex 

Reeling fun 
we carry 
each other 
oil vibes 
arisen from our wonders 

We love 
those moments 
that never slip away 
in which 
we reel 
to remain 

Hollows feel full 
and content we move 
around 
each other, 
reeling fun 
for 
each other 

Reeling fun, 
we 
empty 
all 
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let's touch in our sleep, 
F1esh with the fragrance of crying. 

Warren 

I fmmd you in 
a moon on 
a dam with 
the smell of rust on 
my hands. 

Nicola 

Show Me 

Show me 
your darkness, 
there from within 
and ill promise 
a ceremony where we'll bathe 
in our sin. 

Anon 

ann chen 
annch 

aaaaaaaaaaa 
nnch 
en 

Warren 

John Hodgkiss 
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