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Two years ago I said that Gold Fields House would be the last large 

construction project for some time. I am pleased to say that I was 

of the ~ducational 
----

on the recommendation of the Anglo 

American and De Beers Chairman·s Fund Committee, we have received 

R760 000 towards a new men s residence for 80 students. 

:i. n c] a. r ~i t J. ~::\ !·~· '/ :; It is hoped to open the new residence in February, 

In order to avoid any financial delays the Fund has decided to lend 

another R760 000 as bridging finance. 

With a start like this it is not surprising that I C":\m ablE: to 

announce that we have already received over R2 300 000 in donations 

As this is twice what we received in 1981, 

it means that we are keeping pace with inflation. 

countrv s financial situation this is a considerable achievement and 

I should like to thank all our· donors most sincerely for keeping 

While on the subject of construction work, I must mention that the 

rebuilding of the too floor· of Graham House, which was damaged by 

fire in May, is well under way and the residence should be ready for 



students in February. 

important project under construction is the addition of 

on the Chemistry building which, Y·Jh i 1 E! ncJt. 

Pharmacy's problems, will definitely make that major department's 

accommodation much more suitable. 

In East London we are beginning to feel the need for more room and 

negotiations are taking place with a helpful and generous city 

C: C:> LJ. f'i C: :i. 1 for suitable land away from the city centre where we can 

It is probable that the first development will 

for sports facilities for the growing student body which stood at 

263 on census day. There are now ten academic staff 

r·~• 1 ,_- . • ..... ·--~! students in East London. In line with previously 

established policy the East London Division is financing all its 

physical development with funds raised in that city. 

Apart from the close links between East London and Grahamstown being 

forged by our academic and administrative staff, there is a growing 

1 in k;:,?d ·l·.·· ... • ... \ .. ,• 

our Computer-based Education Unit in Grahamstown. Th i s;; L.!n i t . :i. ·:; 

students it now helps educate and train people through J. ':i 

terminals at schools and industrial establishments in East 

8isho 1 Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown. This practical co-operation 

I.AJ:i. t.h C; I.J. t r::~ :i. c1 E·~ 

demonstrates our relevance to the modern South Africa and helps me 

illustrate how closely Rhodes University is bound up with the major 



changes takinq place :i. n (JU.I·'" {-ip <::\t'. t 

there are many practical r·esearch projects where our scientists, 

natural ur social are producing the detailed information on which 

quCJc:l there are the dozens of 

university conferences and svmposia held all over South Africa where 

our acanem1cs continual l y add to the sum of knowledge about our 

country and its people. At Rhodes this year, for instance, there 

was a law conference at which teachers from 20 un iversities adopted 

emphasizing that the independenc e of 

hund!' .. E!d 

~:; C) c :i. .-:::d. ministers of religion 

the care of the dying under the leadership of a member 

an Australian medical school who specializes in Community Practice. 

In October the Hydrological Research Unit arranged a symposium on 
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Recently there has been a conference on 
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relationship to the national treasury. With the government's 

a.-L t:. ;:=?n t. i c:;n ...... , .. ~ 
'.~1 ( I improving life for the 

of our community, it is saving on things like university education. 

The car pfully worked out subsidy system has never been paid in full. 

T r••. 
-I I 1986 there was ~ 15 percent cut, followed in April, 

two percent cut. We do not yet know wna~ 1987 holds in store for 

Rhodes University . All we really know is how important it is to 

maintain our links to our friends in industry and commerce and in 
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Tt :i. ~; ., with real war mth that I say to you all, 

thank you for your support in 1986 ana, 

T 
·'· 

pr o sperous New Year. 

Drv- D.~- 1+12~a~r~ 
·v r c,p - vH A: c~e, l ofl_. 

all a hap py Christmas 
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