MNR. DIE VOORSITTER VAN DIE RAAD, MNR. DIE DIREKTEUR, DIPLOMANDI, DAMES
EN HERE,

- My EERSTE EN AANGENAME TAAK IS OM U, DIE DIPLOMANDI, GELUK TE WENS MET
DIE BEHALING VAN HIERDIE BELANGRIKE MYLPAAL IN U LEWENS WAT ONS VANOGGEND
VIER. DIT 1S BESLIS VAN PAS DAT OUERS EN VRIENDE, MAAR VERAL DIE OUERS,
HIER IS OM TE DEEL IN DIE ONTVANGS VAN U DipPLoMAS. DIE OPENBARE ERKENING
VAN U BEHALING IS VIR U 'N TROTSE OOMBLIK. U KWALIFIKASIE GENIET OOK DIE
AANSIEN VAN U WERKGEWERS, VIR WIE DIT DIE BEWYS IS VAN 'N SEKERE
GEWAARMERKTE PEIL VAN KENNIS EN BEVOEGDHEID EN, NOG BELANGRIKER,
ONTEENSEGLIKE BEWYS DAT U DIE KARAKTERVASTHEID HET OM 'N MOEILIKE VOLGEHOUE
TAAK TE VOLEINDIG, IN DIE OPWINDING VAN DIE GELEENTHEID EN IN DIE GLOED
VAN SUKSESVOLLE BEHALING; VRA EK U OM ‘N OOMBLIK NA TE DINK MET STILLE
DANKSEGGING AAN U OUERS, OF HULLE NOU OOKAL TEENWOORDIG OF AFWESIG IS,
WIE SE STEUN; SORG EN AANMOEDIGING U IN STAAT GESTEL HET OM HIERDIE
DOELWIT TE BEREIK.,
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AAN-sY-EDELE-DIE-MINISTER, DR KOORMHOF, AAN DIE SEKRETARIS VAN'%”#NQ%iJ
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MASTONALE ONDERWYS, DR. VAN Wyk, DIE DIREKTEUR VAN UNIVERSITEITS- Z:Zﬂﬁf
AANGELEENTHEDE, DR. STEYN, AAN DIE VERTEENWOORDIGERS VAN DIE

PROVINSIALE ONDERWYSDEPARTEMENTE EN DIE KOLLEGES VIR GEVORDERDE JEGNIESE
ONDERWYS, AAN DIE PEKTOR VAN DIE UINIVERSITEIT VAN TRANSKEI, EN

AAN U, MY KOLLEGAS, RIG EK TEN EERSTE 'N WOORD VAN HARTLIKE

VERWELKOMING EN OPREGTE DANK VIR U TEENWOORDIGHEID. SOVER ONS

KAN VASSTEL, 1S HIERDIE DIE MEES VERTEENWOORDIGENDE BYEENKOMS

VAN UNIVERSITEITSHOOFDE WAT NOG OOIT IN ONS LAND GEHOU IS. DIE
BELANGRIKHEID VAN DIE TAAK WAT ONS VANDAG AANPAK, KAN AAN DAARDIE

FEIT GEMEET WORD, EN DIT WORD VERDER ONDERSTREEP, U-EPELE, DE R?iqu
Y—TEENWOORDIGHEID. <Y oclade é’[d H‘w% Mg:;;(bwwhhk Wk genest
wondl ews 8w JJ ol 1l ecp

As INLEIDING TOT MY OMSKRYWING VAN DAARDIE TAAK, NOEM EK DIE
ONDERVINDING VAN DIE EGPAAR WAT HUL SKAAP-BOERDERY VIR 'N PAAR
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WEKE GELOS HET OM HUL FAMILIE VAN VYFTIEN KINDERS NA DIE STRAND
TE NEEM. MET HUL TERUGREIS HET DRIE VAN DIE KINDERS OP DIE STASIE
WEGGEDWAAL EN DIE TREIN GEMIS, TOE DIE OUERS ONTDEK DAT DAAR NET
TWAALF KINDERS OP DIE TREIN IS, WAS HULLE VIR 'N OOMBLIK TE VERBLUF
OM TE PRAAT, EN TOE SE DIE MAN “JA VROU, EK SE VIR JOU LANKAL,
1ETS VANG HIER ONDER DIE KINDERS”.

MOUJA, DIT IS PRESIES WAT ONS LUS VOEL OM TE SE WANNEER ONS KYK

NA DIE AANTAL EERSTE-JAAR STUDENTE WAARMEE ONS BEGIN EN DIE AANTAL
GRADE WAT ONS UITEINDELIK AAN DAARDIE GROEP TOEKEN. [OU IS ONS
TAAK OM VAS TE STEL WATTER ONDIER DIT IS WAT ONDER ONS EERSTE-JAAR
STUDENTE VANG.,



IN OUR APPROACH TO THIS TASK, WE ARE HAMPERED BY THE FACT THAT

WE DO NOT KNOW THE SHAPE OF THE MONSTER WE ARE HUNTING AND, MORE
SO, BY THE FACT THAT WE DO NOT EVEN KNOW THAT WE ARE HUNTING IN
THE RIGHT FOREST. IF THE REASON FOR THE HIGH DROP-OUT RATE IS

TO BE FOUND AT UNIVERSITY LEVEL, IT WILL TAKE CONSIDERABLE
INVESTIGATION AND DEBATE TO PINPOINT THE FACTOR OR FACTORS MAINLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS SAD PHENOMENON, BE IT OUR TEACHING METHODS,
OR OUR BULGING SYLLABUSES,OR OUR LARGE LECTURE GROUPS, OR TIME-
TABLE DIFFICULTIES, OR OUR FAILURE TO INTEGRATE NEW STUDENTS
EFFECTIVELY INTO THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, OR THE DEMANDS MADE ON
STUDENTS BY EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, OR BY MODERN SOCIAL LIFE
IN THAT AGE GROUP, OR BY HIDDEN ANXIETIES CAUSED BY THE UNSETTLED
CONDITIONS OF THE WORLD WE LIVE IN,

BUT WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN THAT THE MONSTER IS TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE
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IN THIS FOREST, FOR IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT HE MAY BE LURKING
IN THE FOREST OF SECONDARY EDUCATION. IN COMPARISON WITH OUR
IINIVERSITIES, FAR GREATER CHANGES IN TEACHING METHODS AND CURRICULA
HAVE OCCURRED AT SECONDARY SCHOOL LEVEL IN THE SECOND HALF OF THIS
CENTURY. THE CHANGE FROM 'ROTE' LEARNING TO 'ACTIVITY' LEARNING,
AND FROM A RIGID CURRICULUM TO A WIDER CHOICE OF SUBJECTS MAY
PERHAPS BE ENCOURAGING EXPLORATION IN LEARNING, HOWEVER DESIRABLE,
AT THE EXPENSE OF DISCIPLINED CONCENTRATION,THE WIDER CHOICE OF
COURSES COULD, PERHAPS, ENABLE THE PUPIL TO FILL UP ON THE DESSERT
OF HIS CHOICE WITHOUT BEING TAUGHT ALSO TO EAT THE SOUP.

THE VERY FACT THAT WE ARE COMPELLED BY OUR PRESENT INVESTIGATION
TO LOOK ON EDUCATION, THROUGH ALL ITS LEVELS, AS A SINGLE,
CONTINUOUS PROCESS, IS IN ITSELF A HEALTHY EXERCISE. IT IS CERTAINLY



NOT IMPOSSIBLE THAT MANY OF OUR PROBLEMS IN THE LATER STAGES OF
EDUCATION MAY BE THE FRUITS OF OUR FAILURE TO TAKE AN ADEQUATE
INTEREST IN THE PREPARATORY STAGES, TO ENSURE THAT THE FOUNDATION
IS SOUND ENOUGH TO BEAR THE SUPERSTRUCTURE, AND THAT UNWORTHY
MATERIAL 1S SIFTED OUT AND NOT ALLOWED THROUGH TO LEVELS OF

STUDY THAT SHOULD BE UNATTAINABLE TO THOSE BELOW A GIVEN MINIMUM
ABILITY.

WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THE INTERESTING SESSIONS ARRANGED FOR THIS
SYMPOSIUM WILL LEAD US TO OUR QUARRY, SO THAT WE MAY SET ABOUT
FINDING THE REMEDY FOR THE PRESENT SITUATION. THE STRUCTURE OF
OUR SOCIETY HAS SUCH AN EXTENSIVE BASE OF UNSKILLED, POORLY
EDUCATED AND ECONOMICALLY INACTIVE MASSES, THAT WE CANNOT AFFORD
TO WASTE ANY OF THE MATERIAL THAT SHOULD HELP TO PROVIDE AN

ADEQUATE APEX FOR THE PYRAMID,

MAAR ONS UITEINDELIK OP DIE PUNT STAAN OM IETS DAADWERKLIKS TE

DOEN OM HIERDIE PROBLEEM OP TE LOS, WIL EK GRAAG REG LAAT GESKIED

AAN ALMAL WAT AANVOERWERK GEDOEN HET IN THE AFGELOPE JARE. REEDS
TYDENS DIE VOORSITTERSKAP VAN ProF. E.J. MARAIS IS HIERDIE PROBLEEM
NA VORE GERRING EN ONDERWERP AAN DIE OORWEGING EN NASPEURING WAT
L L SR SIS, o b e
BUT [ MUST REMIND MYSELF, AT THIS MOMENT, OF THE CRICKET UMPIRE

WHO WAS MISGUIDED ENOUGH, ONE DAY, TO RAISE HIS FINGER WHEN A

BOWLER APPEALED FOR AN L B !/ DECISION AFTER THE BALL HAD RAPPED

THE PADS OF THE GREAT ".G. GRACE. IN LORDLY ANGER, GRACE WALKED



DOWN THE PITCH TOWARDS THE QuAKING UMPIRE, POINTED AT THE
STANDS AND SAID: "THOSE PEOPLE HAVE COME TO SEE ME IN ACTION -
NOT Youl”
, _ : | {7 wor ¥
ON THIS OCCASION, YOU ARE GATHERED TO LISTEN, NOT TO ME, BUT TO ' MeSE

of DR. KOORNHOFF, AND I NOW ASK JHM TO-ABBRESS—US.
bﬂ‘ NG w W J’ k 60 (LQL e

ddpem on b bekalf

IE ef.\ (!uc:;;r



	Piet Koornhof 1978 pg 1 of 5
	Piet Koornhof 1978 pf 2 of 5
	Piet Koornhof 1978 pg 3 of 5
	Piet Koornhof 1978 pg 4 of 5
	Piet Koornhof 1978 pg 5 of 5

